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3  The waste of stylism Vs. the worth of character   

The Rolls-Royce Automobile was designed twenty years ago and its design has not been
changed since. A ten-year-old rebuilt model today brings 58,000 which is more than the
price of the best new American stock car. The secret of the Rolls-Royce success was
absolute honesty of design and full courage of their convictions. They segregated and
solved the functions in the best mechanical way, with the best materials, and with
harmonic balance. (No superfluous aprons or other self-conscious spring hiders on the
Rolls).

 
  More than any other of its characteristics, America’s deference to stylism. has held back its
designing, and put millions of dollars worth of material in the annual junk heap. This is due to
the self-conscious ‘‘keeping up with the Joneses’’ idea, quite natural with young people in a vast
new and rich country. The breath is taken away and the landmarks are lost, in the
great rush of progress and new riches, wherefore the grasping at stylism. Stylistic
deference in the creation of the new industrially-to-be-produced house would spell its
defeat. It must be functionally designed, dynamically balanced, and harmoniously
presented.

 
  It is this same deference to stylism, plus the self-conscious misconception that individualism
and character are primarily material effects, that has withheld from the business mind the
stupendous possibilities of the simply solved, harmoniously designed, industrially produced
home.

 
  The styles of architecture, which all educated people know as early New England, Cotswold,
Gothic, etc., are the result and the expression of character, in various localities and
at various periods in history, of the people building to the best of their ability with
the tools, materials, labor and science within their knowledge and the grasp of their
hand. Primarily their buildings were designed to fulfill some particular function and
their plan generated from this source. Today with marvelous advance in scientific
knowledge, materials, tools and transportation methods employed in all other industries,
we still copy methods and employ materials literally centuries old in the so called
‘‘building industry’’. We find the architecture of the home commencing in the owner’s
mind with the external style, patterned after any one of the period styles, as his first
consideration. This is designing from the outside in. We are in no way creating an
architecture of our own (mind you this refers to the small house, not the city building)

because we are not being truthful, using our knowledge, or daring to create. Until people
dare unself-consciously to stand on their own, having the courage of their convictions,
and express these convictions to the world, they will never acquire character. The
home, the composite of groups of people, will never acquire character until this is
done.



  

 



 



  
14  Final Analysis and Guiding Considerations essential to a well rounded solution.


While quite contrary to the popular conception of progress, with its futuristic pictures of
mammoth, unbalanced, complicated masses of city structure, the following statements will seem
quite reasonable.

 
  As surely as time promotes the cause of individualism, with the progress of life, the living
abodes of humans will become more and more decentralized, and mechanicalized (They—industry
and homes—are commonly and blindly considered as one). Through progress mechanically or
spiritually the original herding instinct of animal man, for the sake of keeping warm, or ignorant
mob protection against unknown foes, is being dispersed. It is surely no love for work that fills a
New York subway so full that it is necessary to employ muscular guards to literally shove
women and men into the cars by placing their feet against the back sides of these so
called ‘‘patrons’’ of the subway. It is the drudgery proofness of the city habitat and the
pleasures to be found in cities that cause it. Give people homes miles from cities in
beautiful places, with much less material dependence than in the dirty, noisy city, and
transportation that can get them to city, or country in marvelously short time, and
they won’t spend much time in the big city. Particularly will this be evident when we
note today little difference in the articles shown in the windows of little towns and
great cities alike. The great city, necessary before transportation and distribution, is
losing its advantage. It will have lost it all with the advent of the industrially produced
home.

 
  There is no necessity today for such a vast amount of city or ‘‘white collared’’ workers. The
new inventions of office machinery are literally making possible the replacement of millions with
far more accurate work as a result. While it is easy for employers, even though, warm hearted, to
decrease factory employment, which is entirely manual and has no tie to the employer, other than
its material connection, it is very hard for the employer to dismiss the mental associates of his
immediate or central office. For this reason millions are still retained in offices, due
to the persistence of their presence in cities for the sake of such drudgery proofness
as those cities can proffor in comparison to the present home. With proper country
home life, the necessity of this uneconomic employment will be eradicated through the
introduction of the new home. It will be parried that none can afford homes if they

have no work, to which the answer is given that millions are daily learning that small
savings properly invested can rapidly attain the proportions of a permanent competence.
These investments with truthful application of mechanical shortcuts with resultant
high production earning, will the more rapidly attain life income producing power by
non-opposition to economic law. It is indeed, worthy of note that more people graduate
daily into the class of permanent competence in the United States than was its total
population at the time of Washington’s birth. The ever economically more important stock
market will eventually replace the political polling booth for registration of public
opinion.

 
  Peoples will learn that with a few hours of mental effort they can do more work than in a
week’s manuel labor, and will learn to capitalize this effort with the resultant reduction of myriad
wasteful city activities that daily take place under the guise of business. Waste is unprogressive,
such activities are economically criminal. For the few, who in this age of liberal education refuse
mental development there will be left watch dog duties, for at least there is some element of faith
in all nature.

 
  With a clear concept of the line of demarcation between the spiritual and the material:
Through isolation of the latter, by means of completely grasping and applying the Fourth, or
Time, Dimension of all temporal matter; and with realization that everything material can be
completely understood and controlled by the spiritual, and realization that every mechanical
function is compassed within our own bodies (leverage hydraulics or all the counter
dynamics) it would seem, by sufficiently abstract study of SELF AND ABSTRACT
control of self, that we can solve any material problem of this world. Mechanics is
but a leverage ‘‘step up’’ or amplification of one or another of these natural bodily
functions.

 
  The home being the greatest necessity of mankind, it is the most important product yet to be
designed for industrial fabrication and distribution to individuals. Presented to industry with
comprehensive, and abstract precision and good faith, it will become the most important
and fruitful of industries. It cannot overlook the time dimension and be complete.
One cannot comprehend the automobile and overlook its time producing unit—the
motor.


 
  In the research, analysis and design of the New Era Home it is essential that every art known
be employed with all the mental adroitness which may be summoned. Particularly
is this important at the starting or most powerful control point. Before the house
has been industrially launched, is there the opportunity for fine and lasting design
which will never be afforded again. When the vested lines of source, assembly, and
distribution are set, it will be too late to explore the whole field of mental and abstract
perspective.

 
  It is only the terrific importance of the subject of the New Home, that warrants the recital here
of such abstract and fundamental laws as the following, painfully obvious, yet little
observed.

 
  We progress through minding our own business and systematic PRACTICE OF RESEARCH,
ANALYSIS and DESIGN. All our happiness or hard luck is attributable directly to our own
actions. All faults lie within ourselves due to over-emphasis of self importance, self consciousness
or selfishness. whichever you wish to call it. Bodily we are alike as so many milk bottles, our
individualism lies within our abstract character. It is the spirit which is possessed of the
knowledge of good and evil, the power of prognostication lies entirely within our abstract selves.
Our only entrance key is through our selves, not others, and complete entrance is conceded only
through denial, without selfish reservation whatsoever, of privilege not concedable as best for
all.

 
  Those in control of this housing project feel that it is essential that anyone participating in the
company in any elective capacity, either as investor or mental director of any of its
activities must be sympathetically conversant with all of this knowledge, that is why this
lengthy discourse has been written. Complete comprehension of it will make possible its
compassing in a few words, but at the outset this lengthy discussion is necessary. It is an old
subject compassed in a new manner, though in the not distant future the methods of
consideration will become common practice in the proper contemplation of industrial
activity.

 
  There are appended several more chapters of brief notes on the actual construction details,
born of the preceding considerations; on some of the business organization phases; as well as
some tables of references, etc.


 
  Allusion to any names or personalities has been carefully avoided, insofar as pertains to the
assembly or organization of the subject matter, as such allusion due to the material instinct of
self-conscious curiosity, which demands check up of the material personalities before
consideration of the truths revealed through them, must ever be a source of delay in the progress
of truth itself.

 
  It must be recognized that this method of introduction of the subject is born of altruistic
consideration of its value to others.

 
  In the light of present market value in the publishing field of such type of disclosure as this
(even when lightly touching on already established facts and discounting the publicity value of
the novel (disclosures herein contained) is it further hoped that its recipients will value it,
and, in kind, return the confidence. It is hoped, however, that they will retain their
actual first copy of its introduction, for themselves. Later much of the subject matter
indicated therein will be dispensed for publication, and it is hoped for capital return. The
very basis of its lasting good must be founded on economic increase in the capital
cycle.

 
  In the light of our own clear concept of the truth that may be revealed only through faith, and
consistent with our quite charitable contempt of the impotency of materialism, and its formula
bounded ‘‘Brainistics’’, are we in no way afraid to publish openly, and without reservation, all
material formulas, indicative of business plans. Without the good faith that must be the
complement of formula, there can be no catching up of, or dangerous competition by, the
meddlesome or selfish, if indeed the pure formulist can stop laughing long enough at the
divergence from his own self-aggrandized formula to comprehend the presence of a
new one. On the other hand, those with proper faith, conceiving the significance of
the whole project, openly revealed, will by their very nature be cooperative in its
fulfillment.

 
  Through protracted isolation for mental research, analysis, and design, truly aided by
material self-negation, guided by a vast catalogue of experience, have we leaped ahead (in
faith) to the critical ‘‘Bottle neck’’ of progress. Materially acquiring its stewardship
through patents, etc. may we at last banish feudalism and the cultivated prosaicness of
self-consciousness in every day life. In answer to a constant faith that all has been
ordered for the best, even through the long night passages of impenetrable fog and
storm, has an opportunity indubitably manifested itself, and been readily grasped for
the permanent enshrinement of individualism, truth, and united art, industry, and
philosophy.


 
  Most materially speaking, the world has been harnessed, through the control of time.
During the period of licensed control (that of patents) it will be permanently debunked
of ‘‘one track mobism’’ and regenerated into the infinite expansion of harmonized
individualism.



  

 



 



  
16  Remarks on the business organization   

(While there are those who believe sufficient capital will be readily available for more direct
procedure, the following covers the situation. Many of the steps have been already taken, but
they will serve to clarify the possibilities of the situation to the reader.)

 
  4-D will, after preliminary legal and patent entrenchment, and alignment with life insurance
companies, the most interested capital control group, make its contact by licensing reliable and
progressive contractors to sell, through the architectural profession, which will be
itself tremendously aided thereby, standardized residential chassis of nine foot bays or
cubical units (center to center measurement) of reinforced concrete or fireproofed steel,
together with their floors, at fixed prices plus differential from their operating base.
These chassis will include excavations and all fireproof framework, but being on an
absolute standard unit can be rapidly organized into some measure of production
methods.

 
  Though absolutely novel from an organization standpoint this is unpatentable and will be
taken up like ‘‘hot cakes’’ when proven profitable. It will be the transition form of
contracting, for which the road builders are better equipped than the home builders. In
fact, as it will be seen throughout the discourse, the home builders at present are
equipped for nothing but the scrap heap. They are the only static survival in moving
age.

 
  Irrespective of the overcoat of the house finally to be applied, in its stylistic manner, (for the
world can’t be changed overnight) these chassis can be erected and a roof thereby provided in a
period of but a few days, as compared to the excessively long periods now involved in house
building, which makes the architects inspection and supervision so long and costly. All drawing
and specifications can then start with the standardized chassis, eliminating untold hours of waste
in architectural offices. As these contractors progress and gain more and more business and
production, (and we have been assured by many leading architects of their own personal need for
such a service, and their certain application of it) we will give to them a standardized
roughing plumbing layouts, to conform to the, as yet unrevealed, ‘‘Utility unit’’ hookup,
and bit by bit production speed can be applied to performing these and other job
functions. Then will come the time, when the mechanics are offered the alternative of
performing the same time unit of work in the factory at double the pay per hour as that
received on the job, and the transition will be made from doing the last bit of cutting

and fitting on the job. This is the process that must take place as labor must not
be inflamed, into blocking its own progress and salvation, which it invariably does,
when given its head, so self-consciousness is it and so busy minding the other fellows’
business.

 
  Then will the architects (who are responsible for but 5% of the home building, and who will
always have their monumental and tailor made jobs to do; and yet, as the most altruistic of
professions, are willing to lend themselves to progress and its harmonization, and are therefore
the group through which transformation will have to take place), begin to recommend to clients
various employment of isolation panels, arterial systems or masts, which the vested interests have
in the meantime been licensed and instructed in. These interests will, perforce of their candid
natures be little impressed with the future until such orders begin to roll in. Then will begin to
take place the ‘‘pooled’’ advertising provided in the licensing contracts, and the industry will be
launched. All a matter of clearly conceived functions of life and organizable to the
finest degree. The bulk of capital necessary is already invested. All that is needed,
is for safe patent entrenchment, legal contract fabrication, and skillfully meted out
propaganda in the controlling circles. Funds, then, to employ the best patent attorneys,
lawyers, and establishment of tactical headquarters sorting and filing details and funds
for development literature. It will be the set policy of 4-D to force the vested capital
of competitive groups, within each function, to make all experiments, the contract
calling for same, if they are to enjoy patent license and trade name, all 4-D’s activities
being confined to as wide an observation of mechanical and scientific progress as is
possible, together with application of all shortcuts, observable on paper. Abstract
critical or mental control, by the fast developing good faith of business, will be the
policy.

 
  Now proceeding in still further detail of the business considerations, we must take up the
following, craving indulgence for necessary repetition.

 
  In our great new era its professional specialists, particularly in the chemical, electrical,
mechanical and artistic fields, are providing multitudinous benefits for mankind, in all but the
most important function, that of the individualistic home. Some group of minds (and to this
purpose 4-D has been organized) must translate the necessity into the minds of the industrialists,
who are controlled by the conservators of their capital, which is time, machinery, formulas,
organization, etc., and force industry into provision of the media for solution of this housing
problem, by appeal to the selfish temporal gain of the industrialists themselves. It is the
economic law of capital that it must demand self-increase rather than decrease, and long after

the time when the individual capitalists involved have ceased to exist, the world will continue to
benefit thereby. It is unfortunate that we must recognize the truth of the selfishness
which still controls some groups of capital, for the capital itself, and even many of
the so-called capitalists, are not selfish. Capital is entirely inanimate material. It is
very much the essence of the fourth dimension or time-saving organization. Capital
can purchase human time, but capital, which is vested time-saving machinery and
organization (commonly misimplying persons who oppose or treat with labor, instead
of the labor saver which it actually is) must be invoked in the solution of the house
problem.

 
  Through a complete knowledge of the order and scheme of life, it is possible to devise successful
organization of forces to control the proper exploitation of an industrial project. We will go on to
describe a complete organization, which is an arbitrary division of functions, under which will
come all subclassifications of industrial activity, any and all of which are essential to complete
exploitation.

 
  The complete organization is divided into the following 12 departments, each and every one of
which is considered of equal importance:- Administration, Advertising, Architecture, Engineering,
Fabrication. Financial, Information, Legal, Service, Personnel, Sales, Transportation. The
corporate activities are divided under each one of these headings, into the classifications of
first, research, second, analysis, third design, and fourth, practice. The procedure of
the organization as a whole will be the synchronized cycles of these functions by all
departments.

 
  For successful special endeavor in life we must have a singleness of purpose. Our singleness
of purpose is housing. The home is a corporate soul and a corporate life in a house.
Inasmuch as there is no such thing as perfection, though by adherence to truth and
drawing of the abstract straight line, between two points, ever finer, we approach
perfection, remembering that this straight line may be and should be harmoniously
divided. Therefore, it is necessary to perform over and over again the cycles of research,
analysis, design and performance. Had our automobile manufacturing industrialists waited
until they had attained perfection in design, no automobiles would ever have been
created.

 
  Comprehensive organization at the inception of a business, such as that exhibited by the
Celotex or Chrysler Companies, makes possible growth to gigantic size within a relatively short
period of time, provided the project is truthfully beneficial to mankind. For many months a
careful study of this organization by consultation with acknowledged experts in the departments

of activity enumerated above has transpired. Complete organization has been cast on paper and
its activities studied and thought out well into the future. Immediately to intelligent minds has
become evident the activities of the other industries in any way related to this organization,
and plans have therefore, become evident for the most successful exploitation of the
project.
  

 

16.1  OBJECTS OF 4-D’S ACTIVITY 

1. The first object is to acquire by lease the exclusive rights to the patents covering the 4-D house
or any portion of the 4-D housing units, generally classified under the headings of Chasis, Utility
Units, Isolation Panels, and arterial distributing systems, the lease terminable only by
bankruptcy or disuse.

 
  The second object will be to make contracts, whereby 4D will acquire patents outright, or
license for the life of the patents, in conjunction with housing activity, within the
engineering scope as depicted by the sign of the 4-D house, of patents now extant, with any
considerable life ahead, which may now reside in other hands and pertaining to other
activities, such as, for instance, the steel tennis racquet, which has patentable features
useful in housing, as foreseen by the first researches, analysis and designs of the coming
housing.

 
  The third object will be to make contracts for the exclusive use of materials pertinent to the
4-D House, for exclusive use in production housing in exchange for 4-D’s promise to use the
material involved in return for the co-operation in advertising, both by the material producer and
itself.

 
  The fourth object will be to make a contract with one of the national life insurance companies
for the exclusive financing of the sales of the production house, as well as insurance thereof by
virtue of 4-D holding the patents and contracts enumerated above, and by virtue of the self
evident benefit to a life insurance company in the way of longevity brought about by
scientifically correct protection of life in the home, as well as the evident greatly improved value
of the recognized best loaning field of insurance company money, that to the home there is no
better risk.


 
  The fifth object will be to make contracts with industrial organizations for exclusive
fabrication and sale of the patented units of standardized 4-D products; and assembly of the
same.

 
  The sixth object will be to make contract with merchandising concerns with world distribution
already established for exclusive distribution of 4-D Homes or 4-D Products.

 
  The seventh object will be the licensing of contracting firms to sell standard ‘‘bays’’, as already
recounted, and major contact will then have been established.

 
  In the first phases of activity, inasmuch as the patent claims first allowed are not
published until the patent comes to issue at the extreme date of two years after first
claims are allowed, the organization will be confined to the simplest possible, consisting
only of the smallest clerical force for filing and assembling of valuable documents, and
the drafting force for perfection of design along the prescribed lines, with claims for
additional patents when novelties are disclosed, and legal entrenchment of ideas. It is
a peculiar advantage of patent law that during the two-year claim period, while no
publication is made of the patent, any ideas evident in industry, pertinent to the original
claims allowed, may be made to accrue to the patent before final disclosure. This is
extremely powerful and gives absolute protection to the originators of the idea, and makes
evident the great advantage of spreading information on the subject during this two year
period.

 
  It will ever be the purpose of 4-D to keep as rigid a control as possible of these ideas and the
material involved. Though we shall go through phases of assembly of parts and manufacture
thereof by industrial firms allied only thru contract, there will come a time when royalties, etc.,
involved within the contracts will make preferable to the allied industrial firms, acquisition
thereof, by 4-D. This development is well portrayed in the development of the two greatest
companies within the automobile industry, to wit: Ford and General Motors. Every automobile
company as it grows acquires one by one ownership of the source of its many assembled
units.



  

 



 



  
1  The great economic problem of this age, and all ages | The Home   

The problem in housing, particularly that of the single home, is one which is occupying the
minds of many leading industrialists, architects, and educators. The problem to be discussed will
be confined to that of the small house, as it is that which has received to date none of the
benefits of economic pressure.

 
  The small house, or home, is the composite expression of the people occupying it. Just as
individuals can criticize themselves with much less facility than others, and only when forced by
shocking necessity receive a true picture of themselves, so have the living quarters of the people
avoided, to the last, close scrutiny, improvement in design and method of creation, in this
marvelous age of industrial progress.

 
  It is the subjects farthest removed from personal contact, and of the least immediate necessity,
which have received the most honest and unbiased attention and design, to wit: the
aeroplane, automobile, radio, etc. Force of habit, too, blinds us to the great improvements
that might take place in our everyday doings. The art of house building was created
long before the art of transportation, and the methods devised for building with local
materials and help have persisted way into this era of transportation and centralized mass
creation.

 
  Two years ago Mr. Roger Babson, the great financial prognosticator, said that there was a
three billion a year business for the producer of the new economical home. His figure is
low.

 
  When John Ruskin said: ‘‘I would have our ordinary dwelling houses built to last and built to
be lovely; as rich and full of pleasantness as may be within and without. When we build, let
us think that we build forever. Let it not be for the present life nor the present use
alone’’; he did not confine himself to any stylistic description of the dwelling. He merely
called for character, harmony, and the best use of materials, methods, and thought. He
certainly in no way implied cessation of progress in home building. Outside of the
accessories of the home, we have made no progress in method, and little in tools or
materials, for the last five thousand years. The ruins of many masonry homes, as fine

structurally as our best residences today, if not finer, and vastly finer harmoniously,
are continually being uncovered. Certainly Ruskin’s thought is as applicable to the
industrially produced home as to the custom-made. It is vastly more so from an unselfish
viewpoint.

 
  The world has been encouraged to spend its money first on pleasure and selfish
things. The world of America is becoming satiated with futile ridings in its motor car in
the packed and gas fumed thoroughfares of its suburbs, and is taking more serious
account of life. This is to be seen in its upheaval of the stock market, the economic
barometer. Four million share days in one market alone, are occasioned by wide public
participation, actually disrupting to the organizations of other business throughout the
leading commercial cities. These are not the operations of a wise few. The days of
market control by a few have passed, though of course there are the winners who are
prominent.

 
  It is further to be seen in the economics of mental fuel. For many months past have the most
prominent book stores in the most prominent avenues of the most prominent cities exhibited an
ever-increasing flood of philosophic, artistic, biographical, geographical, psychoanalytical books.
Essays on truth and harmony in spiritual or material fields, now rival and eclipse the
purely fictionary. This is not because the publishers say so, but because the public
wants it. This is economics not aesthetics. A book store is primarily economic or it
fails.

 
  Undeniably the ‘‘funnies’’ are the most generally inspected portions of our daily newspapers,
and may be considered the economic frosting that sells the cake. It is more than significant that
these funnies have completely lost trace of ‘‘Slapstick’’ and have become serials of homely
philosophy. The laughs are being turned on self and improper proportions of life, its pleasures
and necessities.

 
  The world of America is almost sufficiently debunked to be ready for an honest-to-goodness
twentieth century home. We have little time to organize the industry before the demand be upon
us. By truthful, skillful thinking, this organization can take place, with capital only to
cover the cost of organization of the pertinent interests, wherein the working capital is
already vested, with an eye always to the scale, and awe-inspiring importance of the
subject.


 
  It is impossible to cover with justice so great and important a subject in a few pages. As a
basis of organization discussion, however, this random, but never-the-less pertinent essay on the
subject has been written. From a vast mental picture, has a word thesis of description been
crystallized and set down. No matter how unrelated any portion of the thesis may
seem, it was written as directly attributable to the subject. To view any portion of
it, without completion is comparable to observing a painting through a microscope,
endeavoring thus to learn the reason for any particular brush stroke. The serious matter of
creating an industrial house that shall at the same time possibly compass and affect
millions of lives in what they have to do and what they choose to do, affecting, most
important of all. The upbringing of millions of children, demands the very broadest
thought.

 
  The authority, in dealing so largely in this subject, is born of a wide range of intimate
experience in the home building field, involving contact with many of its leaders; a tour of service
experience in mechanical control fields such as the navy, with its battleships, destroyers,
submarines, airplanes, ballistics, navigation, and organization problems; a number of years
experience in one of the most material and highly organized of necessary industries,
the ‘‘Packing House’’ business, throughout its packing, and branch house system, its
wholesale, specialty, and export departments, transportation, and auditing activities;
apprenticeship in cotton mill millwrighting, and operation; marketing trucks, buses and rail cars
to national accounts; and organization and managership of several building material
concerns of manufacture and sale; with lastly a close association with the architectural
profession.

 
  We seem to be at the economic crisis of our era. We have industrialized all the non-essentials,
and the near essentials. In competition within these lines, the margin of profit daily lessens. We
are at a point when those in charge of capital must realize that we have overlooked the most
essential product for industrial production,—the home.

 
  In the same year the following events present themselves for our abstract proportionment; our
airplanes span oceans, while multi-millions of dollars worth of homes burn to the ground (not
because we don’t know what materials will or won’t burn); International telephone, telegraphic
photography, and national radio ‘‘hook-ups’’ from four corners of a continent, to all of a
continent, become of commercial usage, while millions are made homeless, and thousands die, as
their homes are washed away, or blown, or shaken down about their heads, not the slightest

scientific consideration of these events having been given to their design; Lightning is artificially
created, 24-hour service is planned by airway between London and New York, while still we take
from six months to a year to build a simple dwelling, in less time than which even skyscrapers
are built.



  

 



 



  
5  Analysis of the opposition.   

There will of course be opposition by such of the interests to whom progress seems to spell
disaster.

 
  For instance, just as ‘‘one track’’ or confined transportation of railroad or trolley is being
supplanted by trackless bus, auto and airplane; and wire or fixed line communication is being
replaced by wireless broadcasting, so will steam pipes, electrical wires, etc. in the home be
supplanted in the new house by indirect central broadcasting systems. This will be stubbornly
opposed by vested interests in conduit, etc.

 
  The brick industry, closely related to politics throughout the central portion of the United
States will not be above any destructive practice which political connections may be brought to
condone. At a National ‘‘Own Your Home’’ Exhibition in 1927 the President of the
Common Brick Manufacturers Association, during the course of the exhibits preparation,
wantonly approached and destroyed a portion of the exhibit of a competitive system of
building. The fact that he was half-drunk and accompanied by associates whom he
wished to impress hardly condones such condition in the building industry. Can one
imagine Henry Ford personally, scratching up the Chevrolet exhibit at the Automobile
Show.

 
  The hold of all creeds and sects, dependent on close mass control must be broken with
decentralization, health and happiness. The enforced familiarity of massed city living, which
surely breeds contempt will be dispersed with decentralization to be replaced by honor and
clarity of thought. In the same way children should receive teaching at home from the
centralized university broadcasting station, etc. This is not in advocacy of parental tuition,
but in advocacy of parental permission, formulaic religious ‘‘retainers’’ will fight like
Hell.

 
  There will be above all political opposition of the selfish for its own survival, but you can't stop
the public’s demand for truth once they have really analyzed it. Combined advertising of the
pertinent industries can quickly accomplish this enlightenment.


 
  Those familiar with the vast machinations of bureaucratic lobbying and propaganda will
despair of such possibility until they realize that the public ultimately pays the bill
for the abuse and economics, by way of competitive price will foreshorten improper
opposition, lest those practicing it be ‘‘undersold’’ by those not practicing such costly
‘‘statics’’.

 
  These are not in the least bit bolshevistic ideas. They in fact contemplate, as does Henry Ford,
or Bertrand Russell, less and less political force, which is one of the survivals of feudalist in
patronage systems, embodying self indulgence of the few. Industry is replacing political control.
Unscrupulousness in politics thrives on the unenlightenment, and unindividualism of mobs. So
called ‘‘Mob psychology’’ is only group motivation through animal instinct, self-consciously
denying itself of its individual reasoning power, ‘‘Believing’’ anything it may be told by its
feudalistic master.

 
  Collective bargaining if intelligent and truly representative of individualism is good. As
practiced by organized labor, in the building fields, to the selfish betterment of the
controlling minority of leaches upon it, it is doomed to disaster. As practiced, it has for its
fundamental the fallacy of arbitrarily dictating the activities of labor, which precludes
betterment of labor’s condition or reduction of physical, bestial work. They definitely
oppose the Ford system, which would rather pay a man one hundred dollars for a days
work than for a weeks work if represented for the same amount of product. Anything
that stands in the way of truth and TIME SAVING will ultimately perish. Collective
bargaining, as practiced, is born of fear. By adherence to truth fear becomes eliminated.
BUT YOU CAN’T BETTER THE WORLD BY SIMPLY TALKING OF OR TO IT.
PHILOSOPHY TO BE EFFECTIVE MUST BE MECHANICALLY APPLIED. Without
invoking the leverage principle of actual mechanics, in one of the planes of material
activity, we can do but one man’s work and make but one man’s contacts. If we can
do but one man’s work we can save no time for another man, and it is the law of
economics, now being revealed, that capital, being the time equivalent, may never
be saved if time is not saved. Everything must balance. MENTALITY MUST BE
BALANCED WITH MECHANICS. It must be savagery and hand labour, or civilization and
mechanics. The creative designer today must compass this thought. He must realize,
further, that though he create a time saving device, that if it is to be produced but once
it can save time for but one user; on the other hand if industrially produced on a
quantity basis the net time equivalent of saving for all its users, less its depreciation for
obsolescence or longevity, less time equivalents of production costs, will be returned to its

designing producers in the form of control of capital, or time saving units in the exact
equivalent of net time saved. This is an absolute economic law. Henry Ford’s wealth
is not actual money anymore but capital control in the exact amount that he has
saved the world time, by both positive and negative election. This was by virtue of
applied thinking or the philosophy of mechanics. Therefore use history and its artistic
creations for harmonization of the mind or for study of balance and natural laws,
but don’t design houses as though they are to be used as properties of an historical
pageant. Solve the mechanical Junction. Consider time saving throughout creation, use,
and longevity of the materials. Harmonize these things. To the really aesthetic eye of
today, sensitive to harmony and balance and the ever more abstract or intangible
compositions, there is far greater beauty in the airplane carrier Lexington, in whose design no
labeled artist was employed, than in the majority of our architectural monstrosities,
whose formulaic designers flatter themselves, by calling themselves ‘‘The combined
artist’’. No wonder the few real architects have taken to ‘‘Digressing’’, while awaiting the
machinery or medium of 20th century expression. In the name of applied philosophy, then,
be it realized that children are born naturally to truth or reason. Protect them in it
mechanically and they need never lose it. The new industrially produced home will accomplish
this.

 
  Education and the proper upbringing of the young in modern, truthful, healthful environment
will quickly efface crime and both mental and physical deformities. Deformities of post or ante
birth are most attributable to filth, ignorance, slovenliness, which in turn are directly
attributable to improper, facilities and drudgery in the home. By advertising it will be
easy to convince the ‘‘Racketeer’’ exploited, working public that they would not be
riding around in their automobiles today if they were still trying to build them in
the local garages. By the same token they may individually have their own palaces
superior to king’s on their own piece of earth, and that they need not have it under the
shadow of the factory, the gas tank or skyscraper, when planes now fly 300 miles an
hour, with greater safety than automobiles attained 60 miles an hour but five years
ago.



  

 



 



  
Preface   




In recognition of the actual value of a novel product, we have our patent and copyright laws.
Though an idea is but an abstract object, it is no less subject to the laws of individualism and
property ownership than a material object. However, the world being very material in its
considerations, it as yet gives no protection to abstract discoveries of organization
method.

 
  The higher the order of man, (that is the further he has progressed in the establishment of
abstract values, and removed himself from bestial or material control) the more inherent in him
is the respect for this abstract ownership.

 
  A new idea may have been discovered in following the most common road of previously
acknowledged truths, like many an oil well on oft traversed land, but as the oil well,
it is rightfully the property of the individual within whose domain it has sprung. A
truth once revealed cannot be repealed, and becomes so obvious, and its boundaries so
abstract, that it is much more trespassed upon, by the world in general, than material
possessions.

 
  It is only on first revelation that a truth is obviously new. Its recurrence as an idea appears to
be age old and common knowledge. That is the way of truth. It so thoroughly harmonizes within
all the scope of our reason that it makes little note of its entry. On the other hand a warped
truth or fallacy lingers long within our reasoning chambers and makes much impression. The
truth loving, non-procrastinating, mind analyses to the end. The laggard mind merely marvels at

the sensation set up by the discordant fallacy. In either case there is more sensation in the
fallacious statement than in the truth. We constantly overlook the harmonious and
important truth in life until, at some distance of time or space, our perspective is
repaired.

 
  As the jeweler might exhibit his stones for your consideration, we exhibit to you new ideas. The
ideas herein presented have been purchased at heavy cost of abstract experience and material
forfeiture. This is their first public disclosure. Inasmuch as they are being sent to you in esteem
of your criticism, it is sincerely hoped that you in turn, if impressed with the value of their
disclosures will return as your acknowledgment such comments as you may wish to make, either
for public quotation or private consumption. If you feel the situation and its projected
fulfillment merits your moral support, we beg that we may have your comments for public
quotation.



 



  

 



 



  
12  Abstract Design, Harmony, and Fourth Dimensional Control   

Repeating somewhat, let us review what has just been said. Europe as usual, is leading the world
tremendously in design, but it is merely designing surfaces. Inspired with much of the new truth,
the inspirational, artistic world is doing this fine new design, revoking for a new era of
characteristic expression but all they can do, unfortunately, as artists, is to make new
three-dimensional geometric combinations. There is no limit to this any more than there is to
musical composition. Industry is today centralized. It produces en masse for individualism
and, therefore, all that is practical and useful is produced on a gigantic scale, world
encompassing, hitherto little thought of and still apparently unperceived by the world in
general.

 
  Your greatest artists today are designing for mass production in print, fabric and even radio,
etc. Industry makes possible one more dimension in design, fourth dimension. In all design today
we use synthetic materials, or recomposition of elements, to perform best a given function. A
material before it reaches its final lodging, passes through many hands, and over much space, and
therefore to be efficient and pleasing, must have no unnecessary weight. When it reaches its
destiny, how long will it stay there? For the time limit of its existence. The fourth dimension is
time. In the composition of synthetic materials, the fourth dimension is the most important.
There are no materials which nature has not mixed with others. To use them today the elements
which fulfill the function, debunking them, as it were; removing weight, and combining
them again with materials whose longevity or fourth dimension is equivalent to their
own. Don’t mix bronze and wood in design. Wood and paper, yes, brass and glass
yes.

 
  In consideration of the fact that no matter can exist without time, else it would not exist; and
that time dimension is the most important dimension of all matter; and that all our industry is
but a time saving institution; that all sport is but a time controlling demonstration; and that all
art is but an harmonic division, composition, and projection of time, and that we are fast
approaching a time standard (men dollar hours) instead of a gold standard; and that inasmuch as
everything is balanced, all these time creations are balanced by credit or faith, as opposed to

material coin exchange, which is becoming more and more an antiquated practice and confined
only to inconsequentials and the lower classes of trade. In full consideration of this new
economic law must the new era home be designed and its plans of industrialization
evolved.

 
  When it is clearly understood, by a proper study of the fourth dimension, that all time or
temporal matter has but one scale applicable to all the various scales which we now know as
color, sound, etc., for in reality sounds, colors, etc., are merely registrations through different
nervous systems of the same temporal characteristics, be they hard, rough, sharp, round, smooth,
high or low, etc., then will it be realized that with proper fourth dimensional consideration of all
the discords, that may disturb the senses, these may be reduced to a minimum. On the other
hand by the same fourth dimensional consideration is it possible to provide harmony of
presentation in all the material design to which the nerves are subjugated; to the end that the
abstract spirit, freed from too constant contemplation of material prosaicness, may at last attain
harmonization of individualism by virtue of industry or completely segregated and controlled
materialism.

 
  Time and faith are both abstract. As people become more individualistic their lives and
contacts become more abstract, though ever greater in volume and distance. They more
constantly deal by wire, letter, wireless, or multiple letter. Almost any well-known speaker today
rarely orates to his company without the presence of a microphone, for clarification of his speech
to those visibly present. It would seem that we are possibly approaching a time when the
distinguished guest might be spared the actual useless meal and address his audience by
telephone instead of attending the banquet in Brownville or Greenville. Relative time, distance or
space is constantly reduced.

 
  In due consideration, then, of this time dimension, it is evident that progressive design must be
time saving. Time saving is accomplished by segregation of functions. As functions are segregated
and individually solved, involves exceedingly light weight materials. This saves in every
handling from original source to ultimate disposition. (Incidentally this deweighting
process of material things goes hand in hand with the ‘‘Debunking’’ process of the
mind.)

 
  As time is saved by progress, and time is in everything, all material products of industry must
necessarily become lighter and lighter. It is worthy of note that this will be definitely
reflected in the mirror of economic progress, the stock market, provided the time saving
progress is balanced by the increase in good faith, and may be taken advantage of
by those who intelligently acquaint themselves of this fact. Judge life and industrial

progress by their measure of these tokens;- GOOD FAITH and TIME OR WEIGHT
SAVING. When these two are well balanced, progress may be further measured by
the harmony of design as opposed to prosaicness (harmony is service, artistic appeal,
etc.).

 
  There are the very definite abstract conceptions: First, that all matter is of globular, radiating
form, and that all dimension is fourth dimensional or radiating spheres, which radiate for a
certain period of time. The time dimension being the distance from the center of the sphere to
the greatest surface attained by radial measurement. There are the radiating spheres whose wave
lengths are attuned to our wave length receptivity of consciousness or nervous system of
antennae, which is our conscious zone of human vision, hearing, taste, touch, smell, etc. It is
through a definite perception of the scientifically recognizable characteristics of these
wave lengths within the conscious spheres that scientists have shaped the rules of the
truths thereby revealed. This in turn has made possible scientific exploration into
the abstract or unconscious spheres, which have made possible abstract discoveries,
such as the radio. For example, a human shouts aloud, creating radiating spheres of
sound. There is a definite distance away from that human at which the spheres die out,
or the temporal matter, which is sound in this case, has ceased. A cross sectional
projection of the fourth dimension is provided by the radiating waves in a pool of
water caused by the impact of a stone. The fourth dimension can be measured both as
the time and space between the contact of the stone with the water and the extreme
longevity attained by radial measurement. It will be readily conceived that the intensity of
original impact creating the splash as well as the medium in which the splash is made,
together with temperatures and other outside conditions, will affect the longevity of the
waves.

 
  Without much further discussion of these fourth dimensional truths, be it explained we have
exquisite or rapidly moving spheres, and slow or long wave length spheres, depending on the
element and on the zone in which it is active (earth, water, air, electricity, ether, fire). It is the
variation in the fourth dimension, or time life in individual elements that finally causes the break
down of nature’s synthetic materials, such as stone by erosion, which is but a ‘‘slow movie’’ form
of the effervescence in champagne. In the modern internal combustion engine, we have arranged a
group of similar fourth dimensional metallic material in precision relation, and in proper
consideration of dynamic truths. We introduce into what we call the cylinder head two
groups of fourth dimensional spheres of greatly varying speed and wave length. Due to
their discordant wave characteristics they create explosion or repulsion of exquisite

effervescence. These rapidly repulsed and swollen spheres, greatly magnified by the
electrical ‘‘step up’’ to the next higher plane of activity, (the mathematical increase being
figured by spheroidal content increase, as attained by radial or time distance in the next
higher zone of each element, there being always geometrical reduction of friction with
each higher plane attained) cannot be opposed by the counter dynamic position of
the slow material or metal, and the consequence is the transition into motion, as we
can perceive of it, within the material or conscious sphere. It is by proper scientific
handling of these subjects, that, with synthetic materials, we have devised mechanics
and translated fourth dimension into useful motion. Though as is so often true in
the first appearance of a truth, completely unconscious of the material law of time
dimension, covering the problem, have certain of its solutions been made. That is,
those devising the gasoline motor have not conceived of it as a fourth dimensional
design and control, though, that it was in effect. Mal odor, noise, rupture, disease,
fracture, are one and the same, being characteristic perceptions of the different senses of
the wasteful protest of inharmonies of time composition. Of such is radio ‘‘static’’;
of such is thunder; of such is rust; of such is earthquake; and of such is stockyard
smell.

 
  The basis of denial of the fourth dimension, which has been supported by the theoretical and
fallacious plane and cubical geometry, has been the inability to produce an additional or fourth
perpendicular to a cube, as the basis of an additional power multiplication, whereas poor little
plane arithmetic and algebra, without geometrical reference, being abstract, indicate the perfect
ability to do so. Very rightly do they do so, for if the geometrist will go back to his first
perpendicular, he will find it perpendicular to a sphere, for did he not assume a dot as the first
basis of his geometrical theorem, which if conceded at all must be spheroidal. Matter if existent
at all, (and we cannot fallaciously assume a truth that is not) must be spheroidal.
Surely the ‘‘Plane and solid’’ geometrist does not claim his ‘‘dot’’ or ‘‘point’’ to be
cubical, for then would he have no further cause for his progressive antics. We see
that there is no cubism, and that we can have as many perpendiculars to the inside
or outside of the sphere as we may wish. Each power raising, or root taking, is on
the basis of spheroidal increase or decrease by that many units of its radial or time
dimension. The only ‘‘straight line’’ then is the radial or timeline, demonstrable by
spheroidal dissection on its radial axis. There is also much laughter at the ‘‘Plane and
solids’’.


 
  Thus we come to understand that no two persons standing on the earth’s surface, unless one is
directly above the other, may occupy the same time or radial perpendicular to the earth’s
surface, which indeed bespeaks individualism and explains the conflict of flat surface, cubistic
life, as at present set forth in our cubistic cities. It will be further seen, that the term ‘‘fourth
dimension’’, bespeaking the fallacious three dimensions of cubism, is in itself incorrect and
limiting. As long as we have time, may we have as many powers of time, times the
whole or angular segmentations of the sphere, as we may wish. So called gravity is but
the expansion of this earth sphere keeping up with the units of non-amplified time
control. As we control time, so may we fly off the earth. 98.6’ F. is the constant friction
heat characteristic of the relatively grouped samples of all elemental spheres of the
human body. Could synthetic 4D composition be more standard than the material
body.

 
  As a non descriptive reference, 4 D being only the enigmatic term for time, do we use these
characters as the trademark of our industrial activity, occasioned by the new or correct basis of
figuring of the infinity of time dimensions.

 
  We are about to industrialize the truth that Columbus had the courage to demonstrate 4-1/2
centuries ago. Think of the conviction that was necessary in that ‘‘trans oceanic hop’’, which
couldn’t possibly be over in 30 hours, one way or the other; and which had to bring along
its self-conscious audience to daily, weekly and monthly provoke it with being ‘‘all
wrong’’. Our flights pale beside it, and its very truth has been stubbornly evaded to this
day.



  

 



 



  
10  The Revolution in Design—The Industrial ARTS vs Selfish Creation—The New Scale and
the Time dimension.   

Europe as usual as pertains to inspirational design is tremendously in the lead. Our clothing,
automobile, furniture and other designs still eminate from Europe, even as did the designs of
our early and lovely colonial doorways, popularly supposed to have been born here
because peculiar to this country in actual execution. America is so rich in material
things, that its mind is not attuned to abstract searching to the same degree as in the
older civilization. American minds are still so completely satisfied with stylism, as
they have not as yet run the gamut of the styles to the extent of mental fatigue and
nausea. Europe surfeited with stylism, is going through a revolution in surface design,
seeking out every possible harmonious or rythmical projection of plain geometry. In
America we have of course our own designers with some popular reception of their
new composition; possibly with as great longevity of popular reception as the surface
designing from Europe. The revolution is interesting only as a fact and as an indicator of
trend.

 
  Artists, that is the good ones, are the thinkers who venture into the field of the abstract and
with the ideas or truths obtained there create within the realm of consciousness some form of
material projection of one, two, three, or four dimensional emphasis, with rhythmic division,
sometimes implied, sometimes realistic, of line color, texture, mass and the composition of the
whole.

 
  Here are important changes of our age. We are more and more advancing into PROGRESS BY
CREATION, as opposed to progress by destruction. In either instance progress we must, but,
inasmuch as everything must balance, the former bespeaks creation in return, and progress by
destruction bespeaks only further destruction. When we have attained a state of sufficiently
creative progress will we no longer have cause to fear of war. We are approaching a time when
the greatest sin will be falsehood, which is identical with inefficiency, which is further identical
with selfishness or evasion of truths for personal gain. We have arrived at a period
when artistic projection must be made on it vastly increased scale and of far greater
abstraction.


 
  Nature has provided no unmixed materials for our use. We are forced to pick the good from the
bad, the useful from the useless. By dint of progress, there is no material in our highly specialized
design of the best airplane today which is not synthetic. Nature’s mixed materials have been
separated into their elements, and as we have seen before, the elements have been recomposed for
their useful solution of a problem. If any of the large vested interests in raw materials had
conceived the large volume of business that was coming in airplanes they would have badly
opposed progress in an effort to maintain volume in their portion of the design. The war
taught many industries the folly and short sightedness of such tactics. The building
industry has not yet learned of it, or to those who have conceived the problem there
has been no solution evident. There is in effect no real building ‘‘industry’’ as we
have come to know the word. It is merely a disjointed tailoring practice as applies to
housing.

 
  The breaking down, resorting, and recomposition of synthetic materials, be they fabric or
metals, or any other, has become the great functional use of industry. We cannot, in our present
mode of life, afford the time or money, to fabricate synthetic materials at home, by the arts and
crafts method. The very paints and canvas of the painter, the paper and pencil of the architect,
or the clay and bronze of the sculptor must be fabricated by industry and placed at the
disposition of the artist by industry. In the feudalistic past the artists composed their
own materials. Their architecture, or the combined arts applied to the housing of life,
embodied the use of home made materials, and was incidentally the artistry of one man.
Our architecture, broken up into specialized groups on account of the vast amount of
formula that now pervades it, cannot overlook, today, industry or the great new tool
of industry—METAL. The very strength of metal in tension, which makes possible a
scale of fabrication hitherto undreamed of, requires a proper conception of the scale of
the picture to be created, by the artist, through industrial channels, before he can
properly design in that element. What is more important is that there is required a new
modulus of expression, comprehended by and satisfactory to both industrialist and
artist.

 
  In the days when cloth was spun at home, and we sawed and planed our wood, fabricating our
dwellings with these simple tools and materials, the artistry in men was well portrayed in these
single endeavors. Industrialism must of necessity imply quantity production. It is uneconomical
without it. It is born of the very truth that: what is truthfully good for one is truthfully good for
all.


 
  The first artists to apply their art to the new industrial canvas were our word artists or
authors, who have conceived their manuscripts as not for themselves alone, but for mass
production. It is however actually true that the inspirational harmony of art comes to the artist
by his individualistic conception and enjoyment.

 
  It is when the rhythm of the abstract idea is so strong within him that he must create visual,
tangible, or other sensorial evidence thereof, that we have artistic projection. The next artistic
movement to attain mass production, was our sheet music. For long have our pencil and brush
artists despised the printed reproduction, but today such man as Rockwell Kent, Bernard Boutes
De Monvel, Arthur Rackham, etc.. lend their art to the varied pages of the hitherto artistically
despised advertising. Lalique and others give their art to mass production of the perfume bottle
and other production glassware. The enlightened industrialists (particularly in the fabrics such
as Mallinson) have encouraged the artist to express himself in their industrialized
effort. Architecture, particularly as applies to the individual home is the last of the
arts to be provided with its industrial synthetic media of expression. It is the last of
the arts to consider the industrial medium worthy of its projection. (There are of
course, notable exceptions to this, but such of the architects who have conceived of
the new scale have not been sufficiently versed in industrial affairs to permit of their
provision of the media). Quite reasonably so in view of the ramifications of mechanical
specialization, which must be compassed as a complete and broad subject between artist
and industrialist, with a common language of modular expression, before creation
from abstract, artistic thought can therein be expressed. The emancipation will be
complete with a common knowledge of both the sense and the formula of the fourth
dimension.

 
  With the advent of this new architecture is there the great possibility of this country, which
already excels in industrial prosaicness, becoming the artistic creational center of the new age.
American architecture is where American literature was, back in the early nineteenth century,
when its poetry was filled with skylarks and nightingales, there being no character that
convinced the perception that there might be beauty in the birds of the new world, the
bob-o-link or thrush.

 
  This new industrial art does not imply a resurrection of the cast iron deer, or promotion
of the quantity production bronze ‘‘Doughboy’’ for the sculptor. The new art is not
picayune. It calls forth the skill and harmonious design of the sculptor applied to the
whole of the building in consideration of its complete mass and composition, with
play of refinement and technique wherever the materials functionally involved provide

a suitable medium of expression. Production methods applied to the bronze grills
such as are executed by Samuel Yellin, must be the new field of the sculptor. The
individual pastorals or other paintings either of past or embryonic master must be
considered, in the light of the new industrial scale, as entirely of academic consideration, no
matter how lovely. They can serve only as exercises in projection, harmony, scale,
and composition. James Munroe Hewlett with his wide architectural experience, and
his lifetime study of mural painting, composition and technique, together with his
scenery designing and practical creation methods, underlying all of which is his strong
character and innate harmony, is nearer to the new artistry as it applies to the concordant
embellishment of the twentieth century home, than any other of the real artists in the
architectural field. His studies and execution in composition, ably considerate of their
setting and functionalism, and quantity projection methods to panels, is the nearest
approach to the proper harmonization of the non-structural isolation panels of the coming
home.

 
  There is that sameness that makes twins, or even brothers and sisters of different ages, oft
times indistinguishable to strangers; that makes whole races indistinguishable to the
member of another race, yet which, with familiarity, becomes suddenly inconceivable of
existence. That kind of sameness embodying character and harmony through repetition is
not unhappy. There is the even greater sameness of a flotilla of destroyers, far more
accurate in duplication than the human, with inspiring rhythm of appeal when seen in
formation under way or moored. Without visible distinguishing mark to the stranger, the
destroyers have almost living individualism to their crews. Beyond doubt there is, and
always will be, by virtue of characteristic touch and fourth dimensional properties, the
greatest difference in the world between original and industrial duplicate in art; none
the less, the new art must presage its reproduction and its original must be. if good
enough, relegated to private collection, museum, or academy. Like the retired Sire of
race horses ‘‘man-o-war’’, the original is too valuable economically to be exploited
individually.

 
  In recent conversation with one of our leading residential architects on the subject of the great
geometrical evolution in design, and its results in interior decoration in Europe and in England,
now infiltrating this country, he remarked on the lack of composition, because he could see it
only in relation to his composition of the whole of the building. In reality the decorative
designers have created many decidedly attractive units of wall panel, floor panel, hanging or

piece of furniture (amongst a raft of atrocities), but they are only designing in surfaces for
industry has provided, as we have seen, no media as yet. These artists are only, not of their own
fault, designing for single consumption, which today must be condemned as selfish, inefficient,
expensive, etc.

 
  They go so far as to tackle imarchitecture the exterior wall of the house, laying the
brick of the feudal era in crazy geometrical lines, only complicating and making more
expensive the all ready top heavy problem. We repeat that, one cannot design from the
outside in, in the new era. There can be no character unless we design from the inside
out.

 
  The hovering ‘‘art’’ of Ferro-concrete carving is time or creatively selfish of the employer of the
artist. It may attain character as indulged in by the owner or occupant himself for self
development. Inasmuch as concrete is too heavy, and involves the ridiculous special composition
of job molds, it is hardly worth discussion, though a current topic.

 
  The surface must express the interior functionalism and spirit both. Louis Sullivan, American
architect, is now being acclaimed by many of the architectural profession, for this truth which
he tried valiantly to bring forth in his architectural expression in the early days of
the skyscraper. In Louis Sullivan’s day. as even up to the present, industry had not
provided the architect with the full media of expression, wherefore, in the light of future
conceptions, the renditions seem dull, despite his finer perception and the courage of
his convictions. WE WILL HAVE ARRIVED AT OUR NEW ARTISTIC ERA OF
ARCHITECTURAL EXPRESSION, WHEN OUR BUILDINGS HAVE LOST THEIR LAST
TRACE OF FEUDALISTIC OPPRESSIVENESS; WHEN OUR BUILDINGS ARISE IN
CONCENTRATED CENTRAL HIDDEN AREA OF COMPRESSION, IN OPPOSITION
TO GRAVITY, BY MEANS OF MAST OR CAISON, REACH OUT IN SPACE
FROM THE VERTICLE BY TENSION AND COMPRESSION, COMPRESSION
DIMINISHING DIRECTLY AS WE RECEDED FROM THE VERTICAL UNTIL THE
BUILDING FINALLY FLOWS DOWNWARD IN PURE TENSION. Then may the exterior
enveloping shell, completely freed of spiny skeleton present a lithesome fullness and
harmonic grace, not dissimilar to the sheer and lovely, though sufficiently austere
lacy veils flowing from the hennins of the fifteenth century French court ladies, so
marvelously portrayed in Maurice Boutet de Monvel’s Joan of Arc at the court of
Chinon.


 
  As a closing admonition to this chapter on the proposed industrial projection of the combined
arts in architecture for the birth of a new world culture; there is most applicable the philosophy
of Margret Fuller, Marchessa d’Oosoli, critic and inspirational mentor of American literature,
quoting from her Woman in the Ninteenth Century, ‘‘What I mean by the Muse is that
unimpeded clearness of the intuitive powers, which a perfectly truthful adherence to every
admonition of the higher instincts would bring to a finely organized human being—Should
these faculties have free play, I believe they will open new, deeper and purer sources of
joyous inspiration than have yet refreshed the earth. Let us be wise and not impede the
soul.’’
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7  City vs Country design—Criticism of both—Indication of trends—and solution of technical
design.   

In our cities, despite the many hardships of traffic congestion, and despite the great heights to
which the buildings must of economical necessity rise, through segregation of functions, whole
stories, and even

 
  two stories, are built in a day, equivalent in volume, structurally, to as many as 20 and 30
residences, any one of which take months to reach the same stage in their building. This is
because there is sufficient money, and repetition to allow of some standardization and production
methods in the city building. Moreover there is sufficient money, or capital involved in these
great city structures to permit of the employment of scientific minds in their creation, and to
allow of machinery placement.

 
  It will be observed, in the city building, that no longer, though it persisted until a few years
ago, is the exterior style of the building first portrayed and the interior usefulness of the building
thereto dependent. As should be the case with the small house, the large building has segregated
its functions to some extent, first the framework of chassis or floor levels is rapidly erected, with
no consideration of vertical walls, be they either interior partitions or exterior sheltering. As
rapidly as the floor levels are created the arterial system of wiring, piping, etc., is threaded
throughout the framework. The utility units of heating, ventilating, and plumbing, etc.
are then applied. Finally is the now unimportant, exterior, so called ‘‘Curtain wall’’,
applied floor by floor, often times starting at the top, or in the middle of the building,
and working down. Though it is called curtain, implying hanging, it is still piled and
pasted into position. Whole interiors of buildings, except for the final unnecessary and
antediluvian plastering functions, are finished with but canvas draping, enclosing the floor
levels.

 
  For the sake of some real character and feeling in the architectural expression of the necessary
exterior, as we are now beginning to see it, in proportion to the mass and functionalism of the
great skyscrapers, it is almost too bad that the temporary exterior walls of the last thirty years,
were not continued ‘‘as temporary’’, until the eyes of the architect had become accustomed to the
scale of his composition. In the new architecture, rather than employing wasteful heavy
masonry units in these exterior walls, actually replaceable units will really be hung, with
all the simplicity of one point suspension and triangular contact. As opposed to the

feeling of depression and immobility, necessary in masonry piles, will be the feeling of
tension, sheer, and suppleness, lustrously revealed, as in the modern silk stocking
closely drawn over the functional member, as opposed to the depth of reveal of the
heavy ribs of the old fashioned, cotton stocking, which could exhibit nothing but its
own soddenness. Had these temporary curtains been applied to the skyscrapers the
characters of these buildings might have expressed themselves in a final shell fit to
last, when finally, if the building acquired historical character and fineness, might a
monumental stone finish be finally applied, as signifying public approval and affection, not
otherwise. As most buildings become obsolete in their functionalism long before they can
acquire any such character, this would in most cases be improbable as an ultimate
finish. When we view such beautiful buildings as the Tribune Tower in Chicago, and
the few other notable examples of latter-day architecture, which considers the whole
mass in its design, and employ stone only as a fireproofing or purely monumental
medium, there being none in its curtain panels, we particularly feel the truth of this
statement.

 
  The Tribune Tower is especially fine in so many ways, but possibly its hexagonal rounding
plan, bespeaking permanent individualism, is its most fundamental pleasantry, lacking the usual
voluble hoggishness that motivates owners, and architects who are automatically formulatic, or
willing to let themselves down to it, to square buildings out to their limit inch, cutting off their
own light, blindly, like a selfish person. The method of architectural designing, so widely
practiced in the city, and even ludicrously seen in the suburb, or would-be-suburb of
the real estate subdivision, which considers only the front or a side on a corner as
necessary for some measure of design, and exposes vast blank, bare, brick walls in
anticipation of a future neighbor being equally hoggish, is as offensive, when abstractly
considered, as would be a persons clothing only the front of their body, leaving the
great blank rear portions exposed in anticipation of their finally being concealed by
proximity to other peoples. If the problem in occupancy demands so much volume
on a given portion of earth, it should be simply solved on an engineering basis in
the utilization of metal to attain the volume by height. The stylistic and habitual
hold of masonry methods building from the outside in has made possible this lack of
design and hoggishness. How much more individualistic and beautiful is a city such
as Washington by virtue of the plan that prevented such hoggishness in most of its
quarters.


 
  Lately a grand and glorious formulatic ridiculum, superficially acquainted with the latest
formulae, but unversed in composing them, striving apparently to make a modernistic
impression, has been erected in a prominent position in Chicago. It has given up its cornices ‘‘like
a good boy’’; and has indirectly lighted its entrance after the smart vogue; and given up its reveal
in certain portions, but oh, what portions! It has placed a plain block vertical mausoleum of a
million-ton apparent weight, (a forty foot reveal in itself due to its very solidity), upon an
inadequate three story base of marble veneer with no greater than a 1/16 inch reveal.
This veneer one inch thick (apparently) by 6 ft. square, presents the impression of
carrying the Washington Monument upon a mahogany veneer high boy, both stylistically
Washingtonian, let us say, but the composition being too big for the purely formulatic
designer. It is, to say the least, upside down. Architecture is now in the predicament
of ‘‘humpty dumpty’’ and it is going to take a new egg to set up the profession in
business once more. The old egg, broken by economics and truth, was to say the least
‘‘ancient’’.

 
  Architects will learn with startling interest and pleasure that the newly devised method of
building from the inside out, actually makes circular, or any other plan of building, more facile
than the ugly box method of building from the outside in, as well as ready attainment of volume
by height, more economically, than by the present squatty-squashiness. This as will be later seen
is occasioned by the central tower or natural support. Nature didn’t build trees with
four legs, and cross members whose leverage is offset by gusset plates and then try to
fit the branches of the tree and its other functionalism inside the frame. We are no
longer ‘‘wall conscious’’ in our city building, that is we don’t know or care whether
this or that wall is supporting the building, therefore if with less material and with
greater facility it suddenly becomes evident that we can build much stronger and finer
buildings by carrying the weight up through a central mast depending the balance of
the building therefrom and deriving real utility from the tensile strength of metal,
it will of economic law be necessary that we do so. Those who wish then to design
in harmony with progress will have to acquaint themselves with the new method.
Failure to do so will, of economic necessity, relegate them to the mausoleum designing
field.


 
  In further consideration of natures method of support it will be evident that, where there is
requirement for more volume than can be carried on one stem, that another stem (suspended or
supporting) is created. In the new method of building, central masts are created for a given
cluster area of rooms, though in one building the clusters of more than one mast may be squared
off to butt up, one against the other, making possible a homogenous design of exterior covering,
like a conventionalized clump or grove of trees. The trunks need not show, any more than from
without the forest.

 
  It will be seen that a building immediately attains its full height in the form of its central
permanent tower, from which it then flows down in harmony with gravity, and gravity is utilized
all the way through in natural plumbing and adjustments self aligning by virtue of the new
modular system of design from the inside out, with its hanging cluster of angular wedges forming
immobile, horizontal, complete circle, arching.

 
  In the new style of building, designing may be done by centers. There is no necessity of
‘‘partition rupture’’ of design.

 
  In the new style of building no waste takes place, either in temporary scaffolding, or
broken cuttings. Think of the waste that continually goes on when so well organized
building firms as Thompson Starret, must cart away from one city building over a million
bricks, which have in the process of handling been demolished to dust or useless broken
parts.

 
  It is not so much the loss of the brick material itself as in the time loss, represented by its
many handlings, in manufacture, transportation, to, up, into, down, out, and away from the
building. Without legislation recognizing it, the world is now on a time standard instead of a gold
standard in temporal things. Wasting time is exactly the same as throwing away gold used to be.
Therefore we are forced to design and figure in the fourth dimension which is time.
In building, this involves the use of a trigonometrical modulus which considers the
time element. Incidentally this is the occasion of its being used in ‘‘navigation’’ or
mathematics involving large scale motion. A trigonometrical modulus in building, starting
from the center and working out, permits absolute modular division and solution of
all fitting, impossible to plane or solid geometry modular systems, starting on the
outside, and working in, and based on the fallacy of a possible truly flat surface, and
the fallacy of a series of right angles being created by a plumb bob line and a spirit
level. These fallacies are generally accepted in the building trade, because the error is
considered to be so slight, as not to be worth consideration, by the few acquainted
with it at all. There is only one truth, and therefor anything based on a lie or fallacy

is wrong and must eventually go. Our geometrical habits are our inheritance from
our ancestors back in the days when people thought the world to be flat. Despite
the truth to the contrary, the vast majority of the world, (which is always so busy
with the other person’s affairs that it never thinks that the truth which disrupts its
habits applies to it personally), has continued to figure and build on this fallacious
basis. Because man could not by virtue of his materially small stature readily perceive
that the world was spheroidal, so has he failed to perceive the time element in his
buildings. It was too slow and on too great a scale for his material perception; he has
known too little of abstract perception. He can visualize the time element when the
material object is seen to move, in relation to the world about him, which he is used to
thinking of as motionless. This is only his physical picayunness, his abstract mental,
spiritual self can be as large as it wants. It is alone without time, and can, when really
exercised and utilized, provide absolutely truthful proportions and characteristics of
material things, his mentality if trusted will reveal the relativity of temporal (time)
matter.
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The ‘‘CHROMOCHRONOFILE’’ in Nine Parts   




 





 
  

 
  

 




  

 




  

 



  

 
  

 



  

 
  

 

  



 



  
17  The Letter Patents   

Swimming pools, still the luxury of the few, with standardization and proper material solution
may become an inconsequential accessory of the home, so far as cost is concerned. There are
enough milk bottles and other forms of bottles, broken daily to more than provide glass
swimming pools. Of such are the fourth dimensional adjustments.

 
  Proper fourth-dimensional segmentation is angular and is the basis of the natural strength of
triangulation, as opposed to the fallacial child of cubism the rectangle, which will economically
die, necessitating waste material, in automobiles and aeroplanes, as well as in buildings. It is
already to be seen in disappearing state in the wing shape of the airoplane, no longer of definite
rectangular precision. Many solutions already possessed by the 4-D Control Syndicate, will be
released from time to time in the RELATIVE order of their importance. First must come the
house.

 
  The ensuing patent specifications and drawing in no way are designed as artistic compositions,
but merely demonstrate both verbally arid graphically a functional composition on which claims
of invention must be patent by law be based. They are exhibited here for those who wish to
follow through details that may throw light on previous broad statements. They are further
exhibited as material translation of our philosophy, lest there be accusations of inability to
fathom them. This has been done to a far greater extent than is purposely exhibited here, lest
other than functional representation confuse or prejudice interpretations, and constructive
comment that might not seem acceptable or applicable. When the comments on this essay have
been received and applied to the problems, will the modular limits of the segregated
functions be disclosed in the form of conditions for an international competition in
design.

 
  (29 pages of patent specifications are here left out as uneconomical in the particular situation
concerned by these copies.)
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2  The new generation and the revolution of truth   

Capital and industry must awake at once to the realization that truth, mechanical or abstract, is
establishing itself in algebraic progression, and that the new home is the only salvation of
economic chaos.

 
  Look always to the new generations from now on for your economic indications. Children are
constantly being reared in a profusion of newly established truths, unknown to those before
them. Truths fought and struggled over in establishment by the latter are as accepted and
clearly understood by the child, as the nose on his face. It took men one hundred
and fifty thousand years to graduate from hot stone branding, as his only token of
intercommunication, to the arrow head era. Vast stretches of time, while truth was slowly
gaining headway, ‘till it gathered such speed that, but 300 short years ago, merely
an eye blink in the computed four billion-year-old world, our fore-fathers came to
this wilderness of a country, fleeing feudalism, and founded a state wherein truth,
individualism, faith, and freedom of expression were permanently established as the right
of mankind. Now look at the countless thousands, who, by saving enough capital or
time, (through use of their brains, not their hands) for others and themselves, have
accumulated a permanent competence. Faith in other men, and the loaning of their
capital back to industry, instead of hoarding it as in the feudalistic days, provides this
return.

 
  Thousands daily sail from our shores apparently freed from consideration of drudgery forever,
citizens of the world. But now we enter a period when profits are lessened and these competences
are threatened. Competition and refinement only lowers the margin of return when the market
approaches surfeit. Industry must find new fields of necessity to serve, to warrant its
paying interest to outside capital. The industrially produced home, with its combined
facilities, undreamed of hitherto by the most ambitious monarch, has no limit to its
production. Compared to the home producing business, once it is underway, the motor
car business, though in itself greatly improved by the new industry, will range in the
same proportion to it, as the gasoline bill, in our annual budget, to our annual rent
account.


 
  Our children are called rebellious today. They as much as possible stay away from home and
seek the environment of modern comfort, be it only in the hotel café. They know drudgery to be
unnecessary and until it is removed from the home they will not return. They are tired of the
silliness of parents who have left them to learn the secrets of life in the alleys. They refuse to
acquire the taste for wooden, wretched, ill-lighted, drudgery sodden houses. They aren’t fooled
by dressing up drudgery in a coat of many colors—therefore our city growth. Our great cities like
all unbalanced masses are but revolutionary movements prior to adjustments. Persons
intelligently informed in scientific and economic advance today, will be shocked to realize,
through broad perspective and proportionment of the affairs of life, of the rotten, dank,
pestilence breeding, construction of the homes of the great 95% of the population. They
will be astonished to learn that the majority of houses today are still without even
bathrooms, toilets, or sewage disposal, and are pasted, piled, and tacked together, after any
plan or fashion of the dark ages. We don’t manufacture yachts, busses, ocean liners,
or pullman cars of brick, stone, wood or concrete, in fact we couldn’t. Why should
we manufacture houses of these unscientific materials? Is there any virtue in excess
weight?

 
  Our mammoth cities are only a makeshift on the highway of individualism. Approximately
26,000 people were killed last year by automobiles, 700,000 were seriously injured in the United
States alone, mostly in our cities or closely thereto. It seems that as long as life is snuffed out
individually, in so unnovel a manner, it is not a tragedy of catastrophic proportions, yet let
twenty-six trans-Atlantic liners, Aquitania, Mauretania, Berengaria, Olympic, Etc., of a thousand
passengers each, go down in one year, then the world would sit up and see what it was all
about damn quickly. This way such statistics aren’t even good news stuff. Most of
the deaths are too old—they occurred a month or two ago. But why did they occur?
That is what counts, because cities are too crowded and against the law of natural
progress.

 
  As a matter of capital investment, don’t worry whether the public, if properly acquainted with
the facts, will buy; not with a youth free to acceptance of new form so long as it is materially,
mechanistically, and harmoniously good; and a million new brides and grooms created annually
from out this youth. So long as there are thousands annually wiped out of house and home by
fire, flood, and storm, will the market be enhanced. Those familiar with the obsolescence rate of
dwellings know the vast market from this source alone. It is all a matter of competent
organization, design and advertising.


 
  From a loan point of view, compare a rotting thing of wood, built after a billion different
patterns, two thirds of the cost of which is labor, for which there is practically no
resale value in the material; as against a house of standardized parts, composed of
material practically wear proof, any surface feature of which is replaceable without
reference to structural support. How much value have the so-called ‘‘orphans’’ in the
second-hand car market? Someone’s made to order job that may have cost 520,000,
sells in a couple of years for 5200, in the second hand exchange; while the standard,
quantity production makes, such as the Buicks and Fords, with low initial cost and
great ability, have but a minor depreciation, after the initial drop. A house designed of
twentieth century materials will justify at least a ten-year payment, if an automobile,
with all its risk of collision and heavy road wear, can now bear eighteen months. The
industrially produced home will open up an era of credit stability hardly conceived
of.

 
  The twentieth century industrially produced home is the solution, right under our nose, while
we look to the clouds or through the microscope, for ‘‘what ails us’’, crying ‘‘Prosperity’’ with
thundering echo lest we lose our courage in the face of smaller and smaller profits, we suddenly
find the solution, simple and clear.



  

 



 



  
Introduction - Contact   

  


19.2  CONTACT 

Twelve weeks have elapsed since the official though private presentation of 4D at St. Louis. In
this lime its cause has gone forward rapidly. Certainly in view of the size of its working force and
bank account, its infant strength, inherent through its single truth, would rather seem to be
pulling its nurse along in the wake of its mechanical baby carriage than being pushed as is
usually the wont with babies and nurses.

 
  Recently the following telegram was received:

 
  Western Union Telegram

 
  Seattle, Washington July 26, 1928 R.B. FULLER 426 BELMONT AVENUE CHICAGO,
ILL.

 
  I HAVE READ DELIBERATELY THOUGH ENTHUSIASTICALLY YOUR TREATISE. IT
IS PROFOUND ENCOMPASSING YET SIMPLE. YOU HAVE CERTAINLY DISSECTED
THE PAST AND PRESENT UNREASONABLENESS OF THE HOME BUILDING
INDUSTRY. I BELIEVE YOU HAVE A FORMULA TO CORRECT ITS ECONOMIC
WASTE AND RELIEVE HOUSING ILLS: THAT IT IS REVOLUTIONARY BUT
PRACTICAL. I AM PRIVILEGED TO HAVE HAD OPPORTUNITY OF STUDYING YOUR
IDEA. IT WILL TAKE ALL THE COURAGE INITIATIVE AND PERSEVERANCE
THAT YOU FORECAST BUT IT IS RIGHT AND WITH PROPER MANAGEMENT

AND ADEQUATE CAPITAL CAN MAKE OTHER INDUSTRIAL AND SOCIAL
ACHIEVEMENTS LOOK PUNY BY COMPARISON. IT IS THE TIME FOR SUCH A PLAN.
I HOPE I CAN BE OF SOME ASSISTANCE FOR I BELIEVE THE IDEA CAN BE
SOLD SO AS TO DEVELOP AND PAY OUT IN FINANCIAL RETURN AS WELL
AS IN INEVITABLE PUBLIC GRATITUDE. AM FLYING BACK CHICAGO BY
AUGUST FIRST. WILL CALL YOU TO CONGRATULATE YOU PERSONALLY FOR
YOU HAVE A GREAT FAR REACHING HUMANE AND BUSINESS MOVEMENT
STARTED.

 
                                                                                  

 
SINCERELY, O’Neil Ryan, Jr.
 


  It is worthy of note that the sender of this telegram was so attuned to the TIME dimension as
to embody his significant comments in a telegram. This is as truly ‘‘Composition’’ as any music
written in long hand in the old days. Unquestionably this message which is spontaneous, sincere,
and immeasurably helpful will ‘‘Ring the bell’’ in many a heart that reads it in time to come,
with realization of the power of encouragement lent by such a hand, at such a critical
time.

 
  Mr. O’Neil Ryan, Jr. is one of the new era younger executives. He was one of the original group
that founded Celotex, headed by Dalberg, a James J. Hill protegee. Mr. Ryan is Vice President of
Celotex, his active work being that of sales engineer, which work of coordination between the
research forces and the contact forces, from coast to coast gives him the advantage of as intimate
and wide a picture of the house market and its trend, as might be obtained. Mr. Ryan’s business
acumen is further attested by his recent election to the board of directors of the Celotex Co. His
message is typical of the reception of 4D amongst those who form and express their
own opinion. In view of the fact that 4D bespeaks the ultimate end of Celotex, in
housing, the decency of his message is the greater. We thus answer the skeptics who as
yet are unable to comprehend completely altruistic abstract time faith dealing, and,
immediately upon viewing the Ryan Telegram, inferred his enthusiasm to be of selfish
origin.


 
  In the early days of 4D before the paper was written, and to some extent after it was written,
those apprised of the plan seemed invariably to wish to explain why others would not
understand or approve of it, rather than confining themselves to their own opinion,
and granting the rest of the world at least a fraction of the common sense enjoyed by
themselves.

 
  Now, as was anticipated, the approvals are coming in with ever increasing facility, as the
general events prognosticated, such as the death of Bonds, take place. With each approval
received the new students of the subject have less of a hurdle to take in realizing, that they may
read with complete expectation of an ‘‘Interesting’’ result.

 
  There has been a prevalency noted amongst authors of late to indicate deceptively, in their
customer enticing titles, for which the publishing houses are undoubtedly much to
blame, that their book might be purchased with the hope of the reader finding therein
the textual romance of the millennium, which they, the authors, do not in fact claim
them to be. This, like all wolf-wolfing, is derogatory to meritorious subjects. Further,
along with the other contaminations of feudal pawn brokers gold, making an actual
business the subject of an harmonic creation has reeked of the exploitation of selfish
necessity.

 
  With these established conditions as an handicap, we are undertaking no easy task in both
setting forth our subject as very much the harmonic essence of the era, but also as a sincere
attempt to make a work of art of a business, which, if so created, may be the most important
of our age, in no way self-consciously denying that our thoughts, responsible for the
composition, have been intuitively discovered as a depersonalized reflection in a full pool of
experience.

 
  Making no self swelling comparison, we never the less perceive that were Leonardo da Vinci a
contemporary, he would have been lending his intuitive genius not to stylistic copying of medieval
arts and crafts, nor to art institute and church craft, but to the vastly greater,and more abstract
revelation and contact, of industrial reproduction and composition of business. That is the real
art today, which stands in danger of suffering the same relapse of specialization, at the hands
of the mushroom crop of graduate business schools, that it did in the decline of the
Renaissance, when the creative artificer began ‘‘passing the buck,’’ instead of keeping his
mentality abreast of the universal progression of affairs, which ended in the ‘‘professional’’
classifications, economically supported by those who lazily leave their thinking to
others.


 
  We seek, in the essential pages of 4D, to create a book that shall never end, that of the
business art of Life, removing business, not only, from the selfish exploitation contamination, but
also, from the social intercouse scourge under which it labors, as its feudal heritage, which
necessitates such old world contrivance for the elimination of the self-seeker, as the laws of the
Royal Ulster Yacht Club, excluding, without exception, from membership, any who have ever
been directly connected with business activity.

 
  As an excellent portrayal of the abstract reflection-creating art is the Ford Company’s airplane
advertising, which is so far in advance of the copy work of any of the other advertising men. In
this particular, as to make it the outstandingly best advertising of today, appearing in print. It
actually appeals to large scale reasoning and proportionment, which is the only type worth
maintaining.

 
  It is impossible to recount the many events that have transpired, inasmuch as 4D has been
lived in day and night and been ever more constantly discussed by its students, who, enthusiastic
supporters both of its logic and harmony, have already increased the circle of its acquaintances to
an estimated ‘‘Thousand’’, (reported back to its originator), from its original 200 - this is
‘‘conservative’’. Adhering to moderation in claims, 4D’s progress will be unparalleled in rapidity
of establishment. One might say 1000 in 12 weeks ‘‘is nothing’’, in the light of present day
advertising accomplishment -, But4D has not been advertised, and not one material drawing, or
other unit, has been used in this establishment to date, thus proving the predominant strength of
the abstract philosophy, which must first have firm foot hold. Nothing may ever knock out
the abstract pilings of eternal truth. We have thus a business whose whole course is
shaped in impassionate fact, inevitable, irresistable. To those who have followed 4D thus
far, it is deemed that sufficiently crystallizing results, thereby to be produced, will
warrant the publication of this additional section of 4D. It is comprised of excerpts
from the4D CHRONOFILE a 4D Business novelty, which is the tactical organ of 4D
administration. There are similar units in other businesses but not precisely similar, the nearest
being a composite of the various navy logs. The 4D CHRONOFILE is a continuous file
of all communications, incoming or outgoing, by letter, wire, or phone, internal or
external. This does not include standard form information, the latter being kept in their
own chronofiles. All original incoming letters go to the CHRONOFILE. Mimeograph
stencils are made of outgoing communications which goes direct to the Chronofile. Those
dealing with 4D will have to accustom themselves to the mimeoletter as original. A

continuous mimeograph stencil (letter head size) is cut, being copied directly from
the CHRONOFILE, differentiation between incoming and outgoing messages being
indicated by a difference in spacing. Incoming in wide spacing and outgoing in narrow
spacing.

 
  Only portions of the ‘‘letter units’’ of the CHRONOFILE will be given here, with the idea that,
though they but embody the principles covered by the 4D paper, they will afford the sensation of
reality and material projection, to those whose comment is continually invited, and to whom it
will present a mental moving picture.

 
  There should be evident to all the immense advantage of the new 4D filing system which is
made up of racked mimeo stencils available for the running of almost unlimited copies of any
letter or subject on a moments notice; that is the extent of the copy files. 4D is so simple,
after the profusion of habit supported fallacies are brushed away, as to rather take the
breath.

 
  The nominal and topical references are kept in another file in the following manner. In place of
the customary card system there is maintained the 4D calendar file which consists of letter head
size sheets, marked off in divisions setting forth one whole calendar year on one page with five
spaces for each day. (See next page). The top of the sheet bears the name and description of the
person or title. These loose leaf letter head size sheets (all 4D filing, drawings, etc., are
standardized on letter head size inscribed on one side only) may be inserted alphabetically in
loose leaf books, which are far more facile for reference and posting than cards. The
calendar on each sheet is check marked in the appropriate column for contacts by letter,
telephone call etc. Reference to the original of any document may then be made in the
CHRONOFILE under that date. This one page year 4D calendar cultivates the time perspective
sense.

 
  A daily 4D LETTER consisting of the COMPLETE mimeograph of the CHRONOFILE will be
furnished all who are qualified, by virtue of their official or friendly connection with 4D. This,
consistent with the original 4D paper, will be of letter head size and files of the original letter 4D
mimeo paper and the new4D ‘‘Cromocrono Letters’’, as they will be known to the subscribers,
may be kept for binding.

 
  All this organization information is given as exposition of the panoramic form of the
organization. Isolated title files are ‘‘Static’’ units and only make for cumbersome
storage, over-emphasizing the ‘‘Jones’’ affair, through isolation from contemporary
consideration.


 
  The static title files are also typical of the method of business which has ‘‘secret files’’, that will
become antiquated when 4D is in its stride. Secrets are useless and obstructionary. They never
benefit the world. If there is virtue at all, in the free speech principle, it must be consistently
adhered to. Letting the world in on your ideas shows up the ‘‘miseries’’, therein, with astounding
alacrity.

 
  To not so record our real thoughts would be analogous to having Holbein, or Winslow, sketch
for us on the blackboard, erasing the sketches as fast as they were completed, on the grounds
that we, selfishly, have seen all we wished of them.

 
  It requires excruciatingly severe mental effort to record thoughts in a manner that will assure
their usefulness. This is here set down in juxtaposition to the product of the aesthetically
minded phraseologists who judge by quantity and formula not by philosophy. Such
aesthetic revelry was lately exhibited in London at a dinner given by Englishmen, such as
quantity-production-Arnold-Bennett, and others, for Gene Tunney, whose intelligence is solely
notable ‘‘despite’’ its environment, rather than for its abstract self. The ‘‘good time that was had
by all’’, on the occasion mentioned, was of personal equation emphasis, rather than of philosophic
harmony. All of which is said with no detractory inference as to the very apparent decency of
Tunney whose debunking of the Disandat Boys heroic killer myth is a distinct asset to
progress.

 
  It is foreseen that this method of graphic procedure will save untold billions of dollars, as
fallacies quickly come to the surface in open files. Already the free discussion of 4D has developed
some minor errors, all of which are inconsequential, from a cost standpoint, as they are
correctable in advance of organization rupture, for this very purpose 4D was written and
presented.

 
  We are quick to admit fallacies, that the habit may become readily adopted by those dealing
with 4D, of forgetting the personal equation and admitting error instantaneously. Never maintain
error for the old time bunkum pride. ‘‘Right or wrong, my country.’’ Keep your country, but keep
it right if you must be ‘‘Local.’’ The errors to date are those of personal equation origin,
occasioned by over-emphasis of the importance and ability of people and institutions of earlier
association, who, as the CHRONOFILE will reveal, have too long been exposed to
the three graceless sisters of the social register shock troops, Statics, Aesthetics, and
Ethics.


 
  We were wrong, for instance, about keeping 4D anonymous. That was but a self-conscious
quirp that is neither here nor there, rather lending undue importance to the author
than otherwise. The same self consciousness is evident in many first publications,
even in Emerson’s first: ‘‘Nature’’. Other errors are exhibited, not in the 4D paper,
but in the letter to Mr. Hewlett. These, of course, we might delete, thus appearing
smugly perfect, but for the benefit of the reader, we prefer to retain and magnify
them. Having read this far the latter is certainly unlike Mr. Mencken, whom, it is
reported, never reads a book before ‘‘reviewing it’’ lest he be prejudiced. For instance we
miscalculated as to the ability of the A.I.A. to so mobilize itself as to make possible its
participation in the progression of affairs. Also we acknowledge our misstep in suggesting the
helpfulness of the Harvard Business School, which upon investigation we find to be
unphilosophically based. Our recommendation of insurance stocks will also have to be
recanted as will be shown in letters of the Chronofile. Probably the gravest error of all
was that, we should or could, at this point, pass the responsibility for the creative
portion of the work to other individuals. All that may be delegated to others is the
carrying out of the material organization creations interpreted by 4D from natural
laws.

 
  Those communicating with 4D will have to bear in mind that their letters will be handled in
the standard 4D fashion, and it is hoped that the necessity for simplicity in the foundation of this
greatest of industries will not deter correspondents from expressing themselves in what must
eventually be such an open manner.

 
  The very fact that we mention people to whom we have submitted the 4D paper, despite
there being no answer recorded from them as yet must be indicative of the esteem we
hold of their opinion, and we must still countenance their lack of reply on the basis of
the test cases made by us on those close at hand and closely related in a friendly
way as well, who have found it hard to comment constructively and therefore have
procrastinated, in the end losing the tune, just as we lose the tune which we whistle with
such exhilaration on leaving the theater, only to lose the melody in the passage of
time.

 
  On the other hand in view of the importance which this file and its ‘‘chromocono letters’’ must
inevitably attain as the industry grows, and its open history is more widely reviewed, a
method of censoring will be incepted, in fact has already, that will throw out portions of
correspondence received which are a duplicate presentation of any subject, lest the file
lose its value and become the exposition platform for self-seekers. One letter quite

conceivably written in a friendly spirit, is exhibited in this first publication from the
4D CHRONOFILE which is, to say the least, long winded and patronizing, and as
those who have noted it to date remark, it was undoubtedly written to establish its
author, at a later date, as an intimate and important counselor of the then young
4D, inasmuch as it purports to set forth as its writers own novel ideas, luke warm
repetitions of the identical conclusions set forth in the 4D paper, which it comments
upon.

 
  Careful heed should L’ paid to introductory notes on the various writers, for as has been
expounded in 4D, look always to youth for the key to the new era. Unfortunately youth, that is
the most worth while members of it, have no reputation that immediately commends them by
name, therefore the explanations as to the qualifications. On the other hand, this must in no way
be construed as unappreciative of the letters of the older commentators, many of whom are
improperly classified as old, being so only in exterior complexion. In fact it is not intolerant of
those who do not as yet comprehend.

 
  It will also be strikingly apparent that those closest in personal relationship are, per se, -
least understanding, of the subject, being confounded by a ‘‘personal’’ picture of the
transcriber.

 
  It is hoped that the reader will, with us, take heed of the single complete rebuff to date, which
proves the contention of 4D being incomprehensible to selfish people. As the one object of the
rebuff seemed to be brevity, it would seem that it contains too many words. All its author
wanted to say, was, that he could but understand words of one letter, which he employs
unsparingly in the books about the man, etc., whom nobody knows, to such an extent that one
gathers the impression, that the writer has mixed himself up w ith God, but that he doesn’t care
so long as the royalties come in, to him, not God. We must admit that we were completely taken
in by this theomaniacal writing, in our first and superficial contact with it, or we
should not have lauded him to such an extent as we have, earlier in our paper. Its
writer is the type of personal equation author who requires that his picture always be
published with his articles. It is surprising there is none on his stationery. Possibly
they go only with his favouring letters. He occupies a powerful position as advertising
counsel to the largest and most unwieldy of mechanical businesses today, whose lack of
initiative in design is only offset by its being the banker’s baby. When the bankers
lose their fight to reestablish the gold intermediary stop-over, between individual and
industry, this conglomeration of automotive weak sisters with their cumbersomely stylistic
replicas, whose leaders seek to usurp the voting prerogative of its workers, and, by every

possible assistance, to establish a political set up, that will make for continued mysteries
and unenlightenment, that they may continue to preen vanities into purchases, under
a mistaken sense of aggrandizement, without reference to mechanical or economic
fitness, will go. The day of automobile racketing, as a gilt frame for personality, will
soon vanish under economic leadership. Eventually the vanities will be punctured by
continual observation of the black brothers and sisters in the same, or more lavish picture
frames. Such is the veil of bunkum, vainly being maintained by advertising council.
This, and a religious ruse to kindle a sympathetic fire of non Roman adherence, were
undoubtedly occupying the baronial mind at the moment in particular consideration here.
With the establishment of the 4D housing industry, both automobiles and airplanes
will become necessities of the decentralized habitation, just as the motor launches of
the yacht, instead of the 4 wheeled vanity cases and highway blockers, that they are
today.

 
  Personal remarks referring to the 4D transcriber are left in to provide a more intimate
understanding of the early conditions of this industry, while personal remarks regarding
correspondents in the incoming letters are deleted as irrelative. The general importance of 4D’s
ultimate goal is such that the possibility of showing up any of its management in a temporarily
over-self-conscious light, to their detriment, must be borne by them, so long as it sheds more
light on the subject; for they earnestly seek to remove any and all ‘‘kinks’’ at the earliest possible
moment.

 
  Inasmuch as 4D was written in the throes of mental anguish such that must end either in
jumping into the lake, or getting up and bowling over selfish materialism, it was naturally
followed by a period of sentimental reaction at the time its first public recognition took place,
that will explain the presence of certain self-conscious sentimentally-based moves, made without
adherence to 4D truth and reason, but correctible by reference to 4D, with a little measure of
TIME. Sentimental being replaced bv centramental.

 
  The reason warping personal equation which settles 99 law cases out of 100 where attractive
women are concerned, must relegate all those who have made personal contact, since inception of
4D, with its transcriber, to a behind-the-scenes status, for they, also, can only through some
measure of time or space, reacquire the impersonal observation advantage of the external
audience. Such is the contempt of face to face, or material familiarity, that it must compass the

person before us within the material limits of his being. It is impossible for the materialist, still
revealed in all of us, to sense the universe encompassing mental-presence of the material man,
standing before us, in China, let us say, reviewing the troops of that nation with constructive
criticism.

 
  Conversation going as a business practice, except over telephone which one way discourse may
be recorded by a stenographer, must turn to writing. Heresay evidence is no good and is the
lawyer’s fruit tree. Talking is the lazy man’s method of doing business, and it is full of
pitfalls.

 
  The virtue of this method of portrayal, of the subject matter, is that it affords many
opportunities to present, in the outgoing letters, resumes of contacts, and explanations of 4D,
which proved themselves effective during these contacts, of which careful notation has been
constantly maintained. This will, as recited earlier in 4D, call forth many ‘‘slants’’ oh the
subject, entirely unnecessary to some, and apparently, from demand, necessary to
others.

 
  For some time the point has been debated as to the best method of further projection of 4D, to
show its full purport in the various activities of life. The idea of a satire was considered and
discarded because the mentality that enjoys and comprehends satire is 1 in 100; and
the other 99, copying that one, read because of his enthusiasm, taking all sarcasm
literally, and thus only becloud the issues of life once more. Next a play with characters
representing the different elements: banker, architect, ad man, the 2nd generation rich
boy, the new artists for old, the contact men, etc., who should mouth extravagant
essences of their fallacious practices, was considered and discarded; and the original
‘‘play of reality’’ of life, mentioned on our title page, returned to. In the real pageant
they may be addressed after any fashion of our own making, but they will answer, not
as we will, but as they will. Thus may our play be truly enlightening and a great
experiment.

 
  If in this addenda there seems to be a tone, at times, of hardness, or the employment of ‘‘dirty’’
stories is shocking in print, then the purpose of their employment is fulfilled. It has been pleaded
that the 4D subject be translated somewhat from its original more highly philosophical
environment to the language of the everyday world, though this was attempted in the first place,
and has been so considered by many.


 
  This Addenda, written in the manner in which we actually speak and think, is after all but
‘‘exposition’’ of the points already taken, and having started the discussion at the most lofty
point, further discussion must perforce involve less ‘‘formal’’ matter and treatment. As however,
we are not after any Phd., or ‘‘Gartership’’, nor aspire to having our writing made into text
book matter for W.H. Thompson’s School ‘‘System’’, nor in fact are we polishing
anybody’s boots; and having but one goal, that of debunked and delightful drudge-proof
4D housing for all, we are swerving our course not one degree, minute, or second,
for fear of treading on some ones toes, who ‘‘might’’ be useful to us later on. This
particular addenda will serve good notice that, if there be those who have their toes in the
path of truth, with tripping intent a forethought, that they had best withdraw them,
before they become suddenly frozen off by our liquid air equipment. For each ‘‘old’’
person who is so stupid as to have toes in the way, there are thousands of young ones
who have no intention of staying progress, and who will clear a broad path before
4D.

 
  William Allen White, in Paris, speaks well and truly of the future that is being
shaped by the young people in the honest to God ‘‘conferences’’ about the cafe tables of
Montparnasse.
  

 



 



  
15  Some brief disclosures of the House itself as it will appear in the market.   

Separately marketable building products.

 
  In the automobile industry accessories were at first left off and tendered to the consumer
as fitting Xmas presents or other tokens of esteem, selfish or otherwise. Today the
automobile industry ‘‘builds in’’ its accessories in their logical functionary place, properly
proportioned to the scale of the particular car. No Fords are now being marketed to which
Locomobile sized bumpers are ridiculously applied. The fitting bumper is ‘‘built in’’. So
will the new industrial home, taking a page from the graph of progress, build in its
accessories. In the old days, when but a few had fine linen and cut glass, was it the mode to
self-consciously, or ostentaciously exhibit them upon the table. Now these are no longer marks of
individualism in themselves, outside of their indication of decency, and are subject to
rapid replacement, when as pleasant forms are substituted embodying less drudgery or
waste.

 
  Those familiar with the antics of the furniture business, which daily leaps more rapidly to
present a freak so much more freakish than anything else previously devised as to be hopeful of
affording a moment of quantity production, will realize the knot that the furniture
industry is unnecessarily tying about itself. One furniture manufacturer has lately
‘‘hit’’ upon a wonder that none other had thought of, - the glorification of the wicker
furniture. So light and economical as to manufacture and handling, with so small a cost
of blatent decorative features has this turned out to be, that its manufacturer finds
himself one year behind in production. By the law of economics such light weight,
low cost furniture will be the style until the new home, with its built in furniture is
marketed.

 
  Weighed one against the other, and considering the delight of the solution, will we still insist in
making beds, lest we provide bed-bug incubators, when we find bed coverings to be no more
necessary than sweeping or laundrying? When the atmospheric condition of our house is found to
be completely under control, is it seen that we may sleep on our pneumatic couch with all the
volume and soft flowing pleasantness of springtime air about us, free of dust or offensive odor,
embodying the proper proportion of moisture and delivered about us, as no draughty,
uncontrolled, window admitted, current can ever hope to do. With such air properly
temperatured will we have no more need of cover than we would in lying beside a summer pool.
We need have no covers to chafe, bind or impede complete relaxation in our soundproof bed

chamber, with its pneumatic floors and partitions. The beds are finished in highly
decorative linen, washable silk or paper development of counterpane only. This single
covering is fitted over the pneumatic bed inflated to the exact compression that is
neither too hard for comfort or too soft to prevent proper airiation about the body. Will
the family object to such drudgery proof features, when they make possible so much
more time for recreation and on the other hand provide such excellent conditions in
themselves?

 
  The 4-D drudgery-proof home, erectable in one day, complete in every detail, with every living
appliance known to mankind, built-in, such as have been available hitherto only in hotels,
hospitals, liners, and other points where mass purchase has made them possible, 100% improved
by delicacy of 4 D design.

 
  Complete Grill with electric-vac cooking, fireless cooker, electric refrigerator, dishwashing
machine, sink, and indirect lighting storage for pots, dishes, and foods all within glass front and
glass shelved cases; with grill counter for hurried meals, as well as table in grill for formal meals.
(The bestial Bacchanalian feature of the latter is economically dying though more intensely
practiced than ever by dwindling feudalism).

 
  Complete laundry unit including washer (electric) centrifugal wringer, hot air drier, electric
ironing equipment, all similar to industrial laundry reduced to home capacity for production,
with tub for fine laundering, it being arranged that instead of storing dirty linen awaiting the
drudgery of washing, that dirty linen be immediately thrown in the laundry machine which will
automatically wash, rinse, wring, and hang the linen in the hot air drier until the householder is
ready to iron at convenient times, thus preventing clothes from deteriorating from dirt and rot.
The sanitary considerations are obvious. Clothes will be increasingly devised that
obviate the necessity of the ironing drudgery for fallacious desirability of ‘‘flatness’’,
the very word fiat, whether applied to living quarters or plain nothingness, is truly
flatulent.

 
  Garage complete with compressed air for tire inflation and air brushing, washing gear, etc.,
lathe, tools, vice, etc., machine shop, laboratory, etc., all built in; trunk storage in ceiling of
garage, on chain hoist platform.'Then latter gear for hoisting car or airplane when house is on
high tower.

 
  The rooms of the house are ideal for babies. No floor cracks, hard or cold floors to bump on -
draughts - or splinters - or furniture to fall down.


 
  In living room combination, desk, filing cabinet, typewriter, calculating machine, telephone,
radio-television receiver, dictaphone, stationary and book, and valuable safe and phonograph, all
in one factory- assembled ‘‘utility of choice unitary’’.

 
  Exterior walls of house to have the 4-D vacuum panes of ultra-violet-admission,
thermal-and-sound- exclusion, unbreakable, transparent, translucent, or opaque glass.

 
  Atmospheric condition - house to be automatically ventilated, with all dust removed from air
and correct humidity provided and proper proportion of new air provided constantly, with
temperature controlled at desired degree at all times, day or night, winter or summer, in the
tropics or the polar regions no bed covers necessary. Revolving doors - all atmospheric transfer
accurately controlled.

 
  All floors to be of the 4-D steel-piano-wire-tension, air-arch-compression, pneumatic type,
leather fabricoid covering (Similar to walking on football), sound proof and shock proof, of room
temperature.

 
  Partitions to be also pneumatic with transparent, translucent, or opaque outer casing,
absolutely soundproof and unshatterable. All doors to be of overhead roller, inflation, or
revolving type.

 
  All ceilings to be of 9 foot height;

 
  All artificial lighting to be indirect and of any intensity from complete darkness to exquisite
brightness, and of any colour desirable, from central lighting system, through refraction by
mirrors and prisms through the ceilings of all rooms;

 
  Same centralized lighting system to provide heat radiation (instead of wasting intense light as
in furnaces). Central light at each floor height in center of room clusters, heat to be blown out by
air ventilating system through ceilings into rooms, and drawn off around edges of floors by
vacuum intake lines, thus circulating all heat downward for efficient diffusion, and drawing
smoke and dust down and away from nostrils and out of room, no offensive odors
possible.

 
  Compressed air outlets at every room (similar Allemite plugs) for air brush connections. Roof
of vacuum panes also.

 
  Two bath rooms, complete with shower, tub and every appurtenance, even to scales, violet ray
light, direct sun light from overhead in bathrooms through ultra violet ray glass, and vacuum
electric hair clipper and vacuum tooth brush, chinning bar, etc.


 
  Every home complete with own sewage disposal tanks, fuel oil tanks, diesel engine, electric
generator, storage batteries, motors, artesian well, water pump, water softener, water heater,
with thermal mixing valve (Can set dial at any temperature desired) (Fahrenheit scale at outlet
and will spout at that temperature). Air compressor and vacuum motor, with vacuum and
compressed air tanks, air filters and humidifiers, chemical air gas filters, electrical clocks in all
rooms (soundless).

 
  No cellar, house to be mounted on central base, in which are septic tanks and oil storage below
ground, house to be supported by central caisson mast (similar to cage mast of battleship, or
lighthouse, or airship tower) securely bolted to base.

 
  House or floor levels may be suspended at any point in elevation on the central tower, if in
flood regions extra sections of mast to be provided to place living quarters above danger zone; in
dry country house may be on ground level, though high tower houses, with elevators may also be
had for view purposes.

 
  House absolutely proof against earthquake, flood, fire, gas attack, dirt, pestilence, and cyclone.
To the extent that any of these dangers have yet demonstrated themselves.

 
  Radio burglar alarm and television connection to be ultimately provided, being on metallic
tower can also be left with ‘‘live’’ wire protection.

 
  Where local sewerage, water and power connections are available, and rates satisfactory, credit
will be given for the elimination of any units, but the house is absolutely self-supporting, lacking
these facilities.

 
  Where oil supplies are limited, Fletner air mill may be provided for power storage in
batteries.

 
  A minimum of heat and energy loss is obtained there being only the loss through air changing
over metallic heat transfer fins between incoming and outgoing air.

 
  Operating cost extremely low. All metal used is rust or corrosion proof, no inflamable material
in the whole composition of house.

 
  House designed on a module basis, everything being of this unit, that is, all structural units
and connections of utility units manifolded so as to be interchangeably connected;

 
  No pointing, plastering, or adjusting to be done on final location of house, all done in factory.
No plastering at all. Every unit universally serviceable and replaceable by improved unit as they
are developed.


 
  House to be delivered by its service station first planting the tank base and drilling the artesian
well, then delivering and raising the caison mast (6 x 6 x 24’ a truck and railcar transportable
size), rigging out the head trusses and hanging the floors and partitions and utility units.
All arterial pumping and filtering units or nervous system affixed in caisson mast at
factory.

 
  All functions have been segregated as in human body. Skeleton tower of size necessary only to
carry weight, all else depended therefrom independently, nothing piled or stuck together. All
materials or units interchangeable commercially, and therefore a house with second-hand value
equivalent to the value of the elemental materials themselves, provided design is originally correct
and honest and uncheapened by stylistic bunk.

 
  There will come the time in the not distant future when the new home will be delivered by air
over the straight-line route to the attractive and usually inaccessible points. This is well
considered by 4th Dimensional design.

 
  Thus is provided a home wherein the real individualism of man and his family may be
developed, as minimum of time is given to what he has to do, willy nilly, eat, sleep, and be clean.
With so much time and such perfect privacy of the most minor member of the family, when
desired, the minds will be turned to a more philosophical and rhythmical contemplation of life.
There will be no more the selfishness and deceit born of the uncontrollable desire for the
avoidance of drudgery. Creation will set in as never before. People will, by attending to their job
or duty to others, and decent saving, be able to retire within a short period and to subsist
unwastefully, which is the eventuality of our industrial progress and elimination of
work or temporal slavery. Time will be given to travel, research, artistic creation and
contemplation, and athletics as never before, not one of which is a time wasteful pursuit in
itself.

 
  All 4-D Utility Units as they will be known, are combinations of complete solutions of the
separate things which we do in life: i.e., what we have to do, EAT, SLEEP, and CLEAN ourselves
- CLEAN our clothes, CLEAN our home and CLEAN our equipment; what we choose to do
WORK or PLAY, mentally or physically.


 
  Particularly in the things we have to do is there a best logical arrangement of functions, just as
much as there is in a factory. We therefore have a definite problem to solve in each of these
departments. This has been done, and though there will, even as in all things, be
improvements in composition from time to time, the characteristic features, just as essentially
characteristic as our eyes, ears, and noses, and just as logically relative in location, have been
worked out, and patents broadly applied for covering the manufacture, distribution, and
sale.

 
  Utility units are manufactured and delivered in toto, for modular, manifold hookup and no
further adjustment. Their floors are of course integral with these utility units; and all of them
being cleaning or assortment points, the avoidance of floor cracks will be obviously advantageous.
The UNIT ARTERIAL SYSTEMS, THE UNIT SUPPORT TOWERS for standard areas of
clusters of rooms (one or more clusters can easily be combined). THE PNEUMATIC
FLOORING SYSTEM, AND THE ISOLATION PANELS, for ail vertical surfaces are for
isolation purposes of one kind or another. All these standardized modular patented units can and
will be sold by already organized vested interests, licensed by 4 D for individual sales on a royalty
basis by those vested interests, under the 4 D trademark, they being perfectly marketable units
in themselves, for incorporation into large city building and renovation of antiquated
structures.

 
  By segregation of these functionary units the business for all concerned will be multitudiously
increased, beyond the conception of anyone connected with organized industry today. Families
will be able to afford several homes in different parts of the world. Transportation, distribution,
or broadcasting systems, ethereal, or material, are all organized and waiting for the
decentralization and standardization of homes. They will develop miraculously. Even localism
and nationalism will soon disappear.

 
  Progress must be by creation, by debunking, by industrially enforced recognition of the fact,
that individualism of character and expression is not of material things, but of the world of
abstract things, thoughts, words, rhythm, love, education, will or won’t, truth or deceit, all of
which are abstract. Those are the things which we can choose or be individually expressive in.
Material affairs can be handled in but one best mechanical way, as science is so rapidly teaching
us. These reasons account for the prophecy that eventually the stock market will become
the voting place, by virtue of purchase or sale, of all material or temporal affairs.
Industry must replace politics for the law of economics demands that all activity must be

progressively profitable. Politics is neither profitable nor universally beneficial. All law
will eventually resolve itself into the natural laws, for you cannot legislate truth, or
individualism. All that can be done positively is to harmonize, and negatively to make
discordant.

 
  The world rightfully craves and fights for its individual expression, but it is still so self
conscious or selfish, or so lacking in faith in God, or, in more worldly expression, so busy minding
the other fellows business, and so afraid nature is going to put one over on it, that it fails to
observe that nature, or the material world of God, which is billions of years old has in the
course of time solved every mechanical problem, and completely segregated every
function and material in the construction of the human being, and therefore they are as
materially alike as two peas, none with noses in the middle of the back, etc. Slowly
nature has centralized production through industry, and taken the one best mechanical
way of doing something, originally available to the few only, and made it available to
all who will. Hats are the same, shoes are the same, stockings are the same, always
becoming lighter and lighter, and wearing better and better, but always more alike,
except in color, texture, odor, etc., the harmonic properties. The home is the same. The
house and all its functions are material and therefore solvable in but one best way.
What makes a house into a home is the spiritual and abstract. This fact is bursting
through all over the world, amongst the non-stylistic, hopeful ‘‘young moderns’’, the
marvelous outgrowth of the flapping age of undescernability. No more keeping up with the
Jones about them; no bunk; no secrets; speaking the truth unconsciously; knowing
the mechanical truths unconsciously, born in them. The dawning of a great and new
age.



  

 



 



  
11  Building ‘‘From the Inside Out’’ as Opposed to building ‘‘From the Outside In.’’


What we mean by ‘‘Building from the Inside Out’’ (Nature’s way) as opposed to ‘‘Building from
the Outside IN’’ (our present method of building) will be found in the following paragraphs,
together with a description of the proper modulus for such design.

 
  Building from the outside in, we start by ‘‘laying off’ the perimeter of the plan in some
modular division. We then are forced to consider this perimeter as the basis of adjustment. As we
proceed to build inwards, we run into adjustments indivisible evenly by our exterior
modulus. This method necessitates paring down or progress by destruction and waste.
Inasmuch as the outside shell of a building is not ever necessary to its support, since the
development of the metal industry; and since, even when containing enough material to
support the house, it comprises but 10 to 15 per cent of the total cost of the building.
It will be seen that we still persist in the palpable error of; adjusting the majority
to the standards of an inconsequential minority. This is feudalistic. Even in our city
building, though omitting the outside shell, we still in plan design from the outside
in.

 
  Building from the inside out must of necessity involve circular progression as the core or
center of things cannot be cubistic in shape. Building from the inside out involves
a modular division of the central angles of the circle with relative modular division
of the radial distances from the center, which is synonymous to the fourth or time
dimension and solvable by trigonometry and very satisfactory for graphic portrayal, and
solutions in a manner similar to the ‘‘Mooring board’’ as used in the United States
Navy.

 
  Instead of the theoretical straight line modulus of plane geometry, we have angular and
distance, or time moduli, in designing from the inside out. Everything fits without cutting or
paring, until we come to the inconsequential outside surface (inconsequential from a
structural standpoint), which may be divided also in modular units, if the space of
the problem permits. If eccentric termination is desirable in the final shell, as many
whole modular units are used as the limits permit and the adjustment space or spaces
are filled in by pneumatic or other expanding units, particularly designed for this

function. This permits of progress through creation rather than destruction and waste. It
only involves stepping up the common mathematical language of the building arts
and trades from failacial plane or cubical geometry to trigonometry and spherical
geometry.

 
  There is no use in continuing the frightful economic waste for sheer mental laziness. It is a
strange paradox that the world turns up its nose at the artist’s projection of natural or fourth
dimensional matter in three dimension or cubistic form, and yet goes on designing its houses
about itself in this same limited cubism.
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6  Analysis of the market—Its scope and demands.   

In introducing to the market an extremely advantageous new material and improved
method of building a portion of a house, over a five year period, with excellent financial,
moral, and architectural backing, the following many conditions are intimately known
to have been encountered. They became indirectly the occasion of this essay. This
material was exhibited in several successive years at ‘‘Own Your Home’’ shows in
New York, Chicago, and elsewhere. This particular system of building was said to
create possibly more interest than any other exhibit at these shows. It had over 50,000
visitors at one of them, the vast majority of whom were landowners, possessed savings
accounts. These should have made possible their ownership of a home, yet not one
prospect ever culminated in an order, from these particular shows. In substantiation of
the product it must be noted, that hundreds of houses employed it and its system of
building, with great satisfaction to their owners and architects. In the great majority of
cases its use was only possible in the more expensive home due to the vicissitudes
enumerated. Literally thousands of enthusiastic prospective homeowners had every
intention, over many months, of building with the new system, and were therefore entitled
to constant advice and other attention. Incidentally they took ready advantage of
it; yet one or another of the many obstacles such as building departments, finally
prohibited their home. This is true of many thousands of good materials and devises today.
Consider the cost of such waste effort. Every last small item is directly marketed by its
producer clear through to the unorganized retail field. All waste cost must be born by the
consumer.

 
  The same building system under discussion, though it had been passed upon as acceptable in
such cities as New York, Baltimore, Washington, D.C., Detroit, Indianapolis, etc., and
approved by such universities as Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Armour Institute,
and the University of Illinois, the latter even making a large purchase of it, it was
often times prohibited in a small township such as Glencoe, Illinois, where not even
an engineer was on the excluding committee. In this particular instance the owner,
who had ordered it for his house, was a recognized national authority in building, an
engineer and author of the most widely used estimating handbooks in the building
trade.


 
  It became evident that the introduction of any improved substitute of any portion of the
present system of house building could only be marketed through the expenditure of millions of
dollars, and then to little profit. The decentralized building industry doesn’t want improvements,
and there is no sense in trying to cure them. The unprogressive elements will disappear, like the
old local garages, being replaced by the service station of centralized business, with fixed prices,
and reliable service.

 
  The architect is the judge advocate general between owner and contractor in our present
system, and being such, and every job being different, it is necessary that he graph out and
specify every last detail so that there may be no disputes. It is not without exaggeration that
there are probably 20,000 draftsmen daily in offices in the United States who are all detailing the
same window, for the thousandth time. Think of the cost of this. It is ghastly but unavoidable in
the present system.

 
  The same new material previously referred to was employed in 1927 in two model houses
erected in the Chicago area by The Chicago Herald and Examiner. They embodied only
nationally advertised materials, or at least heavily advertised local materials, without which it is
significant that the public will no longer have them. Though the houses were almost the
minimum in size, their final costs were in the neighborhood of $18,000.00 each. On
their exhibition days, though well out in the suburbs, many thousands of people went
through them, from early dawn ‘til late at night. There is no lessening in demand for
small houses or interest on the part of the public, yet the F. W. Dodge Corporations,
building statistics, generally accepted to be the most authoritative on the subject,
showed a falling off in the neighborhood of 50% in the erection of 5 room houses (The
average) throughout the country during 1927. And yet they are singing prosperity.
The building industry, without central perception merely attributes this fact to the
popularity of the city or the surfeit of the market. The small house has passed beyond
the price limit of its market. That is the answer. The latest model house of the New
York-Herald-Tribune cost $45,000.00 of which but $800.00 was for mechanical time
savers.

 
  In the reports of the Department of Commerce of the US for 1927, we find that the moving
picture industry, among others, was equivalent in value for the year to the home building
industry. Yet those who are confined to the bare necessities of life, will find through inspection of
their carefully kept expense account, that the annual cost of the home as opposed to the

moving picture expenditure ranges more nearly in the vicinity of 70 to 1. There are
prominent men here and abroad, who studying the situation, even go so far as to
predict revolution and calamity if a solution of home building is not soon brought
forth.

 
  Henry Ford with his automobiles and airplanes, the great railroad systems, for long the
backbone of national investment, are providing transportation of excellence hardly realized,
greatly enhanced by the new vast bus mileage. Everything points towards decentralization. But
there is no 20th century home for them to decentralize to.

 
  The great automobile, railway and, potential airways industries are like a giant broadcasting
system, prematurely organized. It would be analogous to the radio industry having organized its
broadcasting system before manufacturing and distributing its radio receiving sets,
not even having a standard hookup to recommend to the trade. Obviously this is
an inconceivable condition in our modern economical organizations. It is due mainly
to the home building habits having been so thoroughly ‘‘fixed’’ prior to the era of
industrial organization, and to the other habit of minding everyone else’s business
but our own, that this most uneconomic condition has been overlooked. Of course
there are many other contributory reasons, but in any event the further we delve into
these facts, the more we find business to be ‘‘Kind of all dressed up and no place to
go.’’

 
  The home the composite of closely related individuals, just like individuals themselves, should
be absolutely independent and self supporting, though subject to coordination and cooperation
with others where this is agreeable to the absolute individual, and at his own election. The
economic answer tells: - two people cannot share the same mouth or heart, and surmount the
obstacles of life with the same facility as two individuals. The cooperative apartment house
violates this principle and equities are unsaleable without great loss. The exception
to this statement is in the case of the equity purchasing especially desirable social
associations. It is the fact of the latter occurrence that permits of the high pressure selling of
‘‘coops’’, which will in due course be recognized as a feudalistic racquet or exploitation
of the public. An energetic and scheming man with a piece of property worth but a
comparatively small sum, can with the cooperation of bank and a builder, cash in to the
tune of a cool million or so, by turning the land into equities, representing a fictitious
value. So long as we have progress buildings will depreciate and the equities must go
down.


 
  By a reading of the articles referred to in the attached list of current references, written by
acknowledged leaders in almost every great field of endeavor, the certain coming of an entirely
modernized home, subject to the great benefits of mass production and transportation, will be
evident. In hospitals, moving picture theaters, the modern drugstore, restaurant, ocean liners,
airplanes, etc., where the need for expeditious and healthy handling of masses of people and
catering to their needs takes place, we find great improvements can only be applied to the house
when complete redesigning of the building takes place, through centralized economic
authority.

 
  In pursuit of these concepts is it possible to research, analyse, and design a harmonious and
efficient home, with mechanical solutions from submarine, airplane, hospital and theater. Those
things, material, which when too long, heavy and oft repeated are known as drudgery can be
almost eliminated.

 
  The new home will be of immeasurable benefit to the farmer, who, with the many others going
back to the land, will eventually come to be the watchman of his property, tending the continual
growth of his fields. Annual planting will be eliminated by science. Reaping will be done by large
centralized concerns who can make their machinery pay through continued use, it being moved
continually from farm to farm.

 
  There are 197 million square miles to the earth’s surface. 72% of this is water. Of the 28%
which is land, approximately one half or 15% is not only within the temperate zones, but
is of good living and vegetation conditions, that is 29 million square miles decently
occupiable.

 
  There are approximately one and three quarters billion people occupying this land. At the
present rate of population increase it will reach two billion about 2000 A.D. That is 300 million
new inhabitants of the earth to be housed in the next 80 years. With the present rate of increase
in longevity, the vast majority of present population will live to see 2000 AD. So,
outside of our responsibility to posterity there is intimate concern in dealing with these
figures.

 
  If within the next 80 years by virtue of the bettered transportation and housing and
communication the population were to cease dwelling primarily where they work, and were to
remove to the country, merely congregating in cities for work, trade, and pleasure, and they were
only to occupy the habitable portions of the temperate zones, every last person could have twelve
acres of land to himself. Families would have their family number times that, including tropics
and polar region land every individual would have 23 acres. Remember this is on the basis of
2000 AD. figures.


 
  Now compare these future figures with those of the present most significant areas. 400 million
people',', now occupying China, average 5 1/2 acres each. England with a population of 35
millions has approximately but one acre of land per inhabitant; while the United States with its
population of 117 million averages 23 acres apiece. In Rhode Island, due to the congestion at the
landing coast of the country, the population is almost as dense as in England, there being but
one and one half acres apiece. To those familiar with Rhode Island, however, the sensation is not
one of crowding. The cities are small and numerous, and country homes easily accessible.
Therefor in 2000 A.D. if the worlds population were all averaged out into the habitable
land there would be 12 times as much room as there is per inhabitant in England
today.

 
  These world statistics are very pertinent to a proper consideration of the housing problem,
particularly in view of the apparent removal of dwellings from the crowded areas which it seems
to involve. 300 million new world civilians to be housed in the next 80 years, almost
three times the present population of the U.S. and ten times that of England, as yet
unborn, and therefore in no way wedded to stylism or materialistic inconsequentialities.
Certainly these figures give the mind some much needed exercise in acquiring the
abstract viewpoint necessary to the proper consideration of this most important of
problems.

 
  To acquire a proper moving picture conception of the trend, view these startling changes in
civilized population in the last 300 years in the United States; - In 1624 when our forefathers first
came to this country, only eight generations ago, the countries population was but 9000, so small
that one person could know almost everyone, about the size of a small suburban town; then at
the close of the American Revolution, but five generations ago, the population was 5 million,
approximately that of the greater Chicago area today, one half that of New York State at
present; at the time of the civil war, three generations ago 23 millions; in the gay nineties but a
generation ago 70 millions, and today almost 120 million, almost doubled since our
birth. So great and rapid is the growth of the picture, that few people are taking the
responsibility upon themselves of trying to comprehend it and make proper provision for
it.

 
  For the sake of those whose help and cooperation will have to be enlisted, in the solution of the
problem it must be clearly stated that there is no measure of contempt or lack of appreciation of
the charm and character of our ancestral houses. The functions are however no longer adequate.
That is all.



  

 



 
